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Teaching U.S. Immigration Resources

The Immigrant Learning Center Public Education Institute’s Teaching U.S. Immigration Series is a
growing collection of free lesson plans and tools for teachers looking to incorporate immigration into
their curricula. Since migration touches every part of life, it is relevant to almost any subject matter.

These resources make it easy for educators to explore immigration as it relates to existing social W h at iS t h e Te a C h i n U S
studies topics. Each set of lesson plans can be adapted for middle through high school. For more g . o

help, visit the Teaching Immigration Lesson Plans and Resources page of our Educator Resource Hub. . . .
Immigration series?
T oo a— i s ey e
e | s e
Cold War Policies the nduserial Revotation W *  Free classroom-ready lessons,

0 teaching activities and essays
» Primarily designed for middle and
high school teachers
* Flexible: stand-alone or combined

o
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South Asian
Immigration to the

Immigration and Cold Immigrant Women

War Policies and the Industrial -
This resource contains two complete, ReVO'Ution Unlted States
‘e TmTmgrane———— ‘ www.ilctr.org
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Scope and

Grades 512
Gradess-12 Social Srudses
Social Stadies

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:
Immigrant Women and
the Industrial Revolution

i

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:
Immigration and the
American Revolution

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:
Immigration and
Reconstruction

Immigrant Women
and the Industrial

Immigration and the Immigration and

ing Center Grades 5-12
Social Sradies

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:
Immigration and World War I

Immigration and

Grades K-z
Soctal Studies

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:

Immigration and World War II

Resource Roandup

Immigration and

American Revolution Reconstruction Revolution World War | World War Il
The mmigrant LesringCocer” Gradess 1z gt mingCanter? Gradess-iz T e Cestar® ey
C— e e T v
Teaching U.S. Immigration Series: Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:
Teaching U.S. Immigration Series: TSN Kk i S South Asian Immigration Teaching U.S. Immigration Series: Immigration and
Immigration and the Chinese Immigration to the United States, 1899-1923 Immigration and the Great Depression Cold War Policies

American Civil War Era in the 19th Century
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in the 19th Century

The Immigrant
Learning Center

Immigration and the
Great Depression

Immigration and Cold
War Policies

rw.ilctr.org



Land, Legacy and the 1960s Labor Movement september 24, 2025

Teaching Immigration in U.S. History 4:30-5:30 PM ET

Components

| ‘YM,D?A"“?("" i =

Learning Center

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Essay: An Overview of Immigration to the United

Introduction 1 States During the Cold War

Lesson One: The Social Question 3 ‘ ‘ ~

Lesson Plan 4

o STETTILIIITT

Lesson Two: Immigrant Women on Strike 28 S HELP
LessonPlan 2 ~ooosoomooo. DEMOCRACY

= i |N DANGER )
Supporting Materials * e e i i e Moscuw '

Supplement: Seven Foreign-Born Heroines of the Industrial Revolution 45 e i e e g e eeay WITHIN DUR GRATES

= FIGHT COMMUNISH

Handout: Print-Friendly Guide to Resources 53 i oo i et i
LT b MASS RALLY
R okt St e i s i HIPPODROME- .
The Immigrant www.ilct r.org
Learning Center



LESEHN UME: IWENTIRETR LENTLEN 5 JTaieii L3Wws: A S0 ifl Four A0

Activities

L O Taemtwrth Centary Immigraton Lss. & Story n Foar At

Display and share copies of the graph ‘“Number of Immigrants and Their Share of the Total U.S
Population, 1850-2023" and the accompanying note catcher, if desired.

Lesson Plan:
Twentieth Century Immigration Laws: A Story in Four Acts

Without any framing. give students timewith a partner to try and understand the graph. asking.
“Whan does this graph show™

After students have examined the graph on their own, bring the dass back together to check their
understanding. Moie expenenced students may be able to move quickly mto making absencations,
but many groups may need a line of questioning such as

Objectives » What s the difference between a number and a percent?

s Using data and reseanch, stadents wall be able to evaluate the relanonsheps between U S e What i the x-axic?
emmagranon polies and maor sonal. polingl and populaban shefts across the 20ch century
& Students will be able to use endence to create and defend an gl
ETpOrTant smimegraticon law of the 2oth century *  What i the blue line showing?

Why are there y-axes on the left and right wdes?

» What s the orange line showing®

L

Lesson One Twenbeth Century Immeg
Guiding Questions ;
®  How have immigration laws changed over the 20t centuny? Materials Once students understand how to read the graph, send them badk to pairs or small groups to make
observations, ask guestions and form hypotheses about their questions. Circulate and prompt

‘What was the most important tuoen Law of the 2oth
* e ' s e century students with questions like, “What makes you say that™ “Why do you think that might be? “What

s Intemet access else doyou notice™
. Sopcesof,o: access to, the graph: “Number of immigrants and Thei Shar Once most students have begun to form hypotheses, come back together as a whaole class and
Yoo aton, 1850 )
Population, 1850-2023" (Migration Policy Institute) collect obsenvations and questions from each group Cuide the discussion toward the change in
Common Core Standards s Copiesof “Number of immigrants and Theur Share of the Total U S Populd trajectory that happened from 1960 to 1970, What happened during that time to cause such a
Crade 6-8 Note Catcher, of desired shift? Invite students to guess what might have caused the change, but dont answer the question
CCSSELALTERACY.RH.G-8.2 ®  Accessto the interactive map, “How America’s source of immigrants has ¢ forthem
Determine the central ideas of information of a primary or secondary sq the article. How the ongins of America's smmigrants have changed sincr 1830 (1 Thank students for their investigative skills and curiosity. Let them know that finding the answers
summary of the source dstinct from pnor knowled ge or opimons will be the focus of this lesson

s Copiesof or access to, the immigration act research note catchers
CCSSELAUTERACY RH.6-8.7

Integrate wiual informateon fe g . n charts. graphs. photographs. wdeod » The Immugration Act of 1924 (Johnson-Reed Act)

informabon in prnt and digital texts » The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (McCarran - Walter Act)

gﬁ;ﬁﬁ;imx:mw hissorylsocial studies extd » The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 (Hart-Celler Act) The Wﬂm”""'“imﬁ““ Pﬂllq"

complexity band independently and proficently » The Immigration Act of 1990 Invite students to tumn and talk. Ask. "How do countries decide who can come in?* Share out and

collect their ideas and background knowledge

®» Copiesof, or access to, Four immugration Acts Research Summary Works Tell students that this is where immigration policy comes in. Every country decides for itself what
s Foursignsdistnibuted around the room, with one for each year- 1924, 1957 rules it has about immigration, and this has changed over time in the United States. We're going to
look today at four aces, or laws, that determined U S immigration policy at four points during the

- mgration Law
Paper or electronic copies of written response prompt. Immigra TN 20th century. 1924, 3952, 1985 and 1090

® Excerpt from Presadent Harry S Truman's Veto of Bill to Revise the Laws B
Immegration, Naturalizaton and Nationaliy If needed, preview the word “quota” meaning *a specific, limited amount that is officially allowed
3 ) , or required " Dur country has used quotas throughout its history to restrict entry of various groups
8 Excerpt from President Lynd:

The lmwmngrant Ledrnmsg Cemter 4 B | -
don B Johnson's Remarks at the Signing of th
The Immigrant t Lyndon 8 Johnson's Remarks at the Signing of the both into the country and into places like universities
Liberty island New York

Learning Center Imsmugrant Learning Center 7 Descower more resources at wana ot oy




Lesson Tae The Enluton of US Refugee Policy

Name Class Dat= supponi ng Materials

“Number of Immigrants and Their Share of the Total U.S. Population, 1850-2023"
Note Catcher

Observations
Questions
DeMarsica, D Oficer Richard Prrry practces hasc Spamsh phrases usng phonetc syilabies woen on Nackboard,
W 1958, retneved from the Library of Congress, htps wwa loc povipectuses teamyerScaia/
Library of Congress primary sources

Worksheet for Lesson One Materuals for Lesson Two
Tweatieth Century lmmegration Laws: A Story i Four Acts n Drscover more resources st www ot org The Evolution of U S Refugee Pobicy 23 Descover moce resources st wwwolcts org )rg
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With all you have to deal with in and out of the classroom, it can be hard to know where to turn for help when
The ILC K-12 Resources

‘ issues arise. When it comes to immigration, we're here for you. Explore our growing collection of resources for
' » ! L - ' - 2

www.ilctr.org



i The Immigrant
Learning Center

Home About Us English Classes

Hormie » For Teachers » Teaching U.S. Imerigration Series

About Immigrants

For Teachers

News & Events

rnas N

Support Us Q

Teaching U.S. Immigration Resources

The Immigrant Learning Center Public Education Institute’s Teaching U.S. Immigration Series is a growing collection of free
lesson plans and tools for teachers looking to incorporate immigration into their curricula. Since migration touches every part

of life, itis relevant to almost any subject matter. These resources make it easy for educators to explore immigration as it

relates to existing social studies topics. Each set of lesson plans can be adapted for middle through high school. For more help,
visit the Teaching Immigration Lesson Plans and Resources page of our Educator Resource Hub.

The bmigrant Learning Cemtes®

d
Pithe taatoon il abe Sacal Studics

Grades 512

LT — Secil Bher

Grades 412

The tmmigrant Learning Canter”
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Teaching U.S. Im=zigratios Serles:
Immigration and
Cold War Policies

‘I.‘.'.':Z‘.'. ——
Immigration and Cold
War Policies

This resource contains two cormplete, free lesson

plans: “Twentisth Cery gration Laws: A Steey
in Four Acts” and “The Cv

Policy.” Designed Lo either work

of US. Relugee

wert o stand

alane, these lessons delve into the ways in which the
soaal and political context of the Cold War defined
madern American immigration poliy and

dramatically changed the demog

phic makeup of

the United States. They would enhance an existing

der

Cold War unit o would fit weli into

Y-
gravon
Lo the United States During the Cold Wor, which can be

overview of American immigration across

Also

luded © the essay An Owerview of fme

used with or without these lesson plans.

[r—

Teaching U.S. Immigration Serfes:
Immigrant Women and
the Industrial Revolution

Immigrant Women and
the Industrial
Revolution

Ths resource contaims Lwo complete, ree lessan

o “The Sodal Question” and “Immigrant Wamen

an Strike.” Both are desgned to be flexible and

adaplable based or

e needs of your dass by

alfering options witiple leveled texts and

by supporting b persan and onfine class

activities. Cach ¢an be taught 35 a standalons lessan

w0 dlass periads or could be used
together as s inlo the existing scope and sequence

of your course.

Teaching U.S. Immigration Series:

South Asian Immigration
to the United States, 1899-1923
Resource Rorodup

South Asian
Immigration to the
United States

This reseurce raundup explores South Asan

American

Asian immigration from 1899-1923 and brings up
guestions of welcame, mtegration and advocacy. The
primary source exploration inwiles students Lo

examine mare deeply the heritage, d

and contributiens of Indian Americare

earliest and largest ethnic immigrant groups from

South Asia. Finally, the e plans and more
TESOUrCes SeClions give reCommendations to extend

students' leaming,

The kvewgrant Learrveg Conter” Graden K12 The Immigrant Leaming Center Grades 512 The tmemigrant Lesming Coster * Grades 3 12
Ny et e o frbete Sarial Srwdion Pablic acation lnsnise Secial Bradics et Eacstion Btllone Sontel Bindies
perarv— [rer—— pevvere—
Teaching U.S. Immigrarion Serles:
Immigration and World War I1 Teaching U.S. Ismigration Serdes: Teaching US. lmmigration Serles:

Resource Roandup

Immigration and World War I

Immigration and the Great Depression

Os Labor Movement september 24, 2025

istory

Teaching Immigration:
Welcome to the New
World

This curriculum was designed to accompany

Welcome to the New World by Jake Halpern and
Michael Sloan, based on their Pulitzer-Prize winning
editorial cartoon of the same name published in The
Mew York Times. Each of the nine lessons is designed
to be completed in a class period of 45-60 minutes,
but the lessons are adaptable enough to be used in

amy setting and schedule.

The curriculum's creator walks through the [e

and provides tips on implementing itin t

4:30-5:30 PM ET

Chinese Immigration in

the 19th Century

This guide looks at the westward expansion perod

of 5. history and examines the impacts of the wawve
of immigrants from China to the LL5. The lesson
“Immigrant Workers on the Transcontinental
Railroad” invites students o explore the perception
and treatment of Chinese and Irish immigrant
workers on the Transcontinental Railroad. The
lesson *19th Century Legal Battes over Chinese
Immigration” asks students to research some of the
laws and court cases that denied rights to Chinese

immigrants.

More information and_agviseon how to use this

guide is available in

www.ilctr.org
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Next Steps

Virtual Training

Land, Legacy and the 1960s Labor Movement:
Teaching Immigration in U.S. History

Wednesday, September 24, 2025

Feedback: Land, Legacy and the 1960s
Labor Movement

September 24, 2025
Help us improve these free professional development opportunities by completing this
short form.

Rate your level of knowledge about this webinar's topic BEFORE today's webinar.
1 2 3 4 5

Low level O O O O O High level

Rate your level of knowledge about this webinar's topic AFTER today's webinar.
1 2 3 4 5

Low level O O O O O High level

The Immigrant
Learning Center

The Immigrant Learning Center's
Teaching U.S. Immigration Survey

Please take a few minutes to fill out this short survey. Your participation will guide our
development of free resources for you!

Look through The ILC's Teaching U.S. Immigration Resources and share your feedback.

The Teaching U.S. Immigration resources are easy to follow and understand.

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly disagree o O O O O Strongly agree

The resources seem easily adaptable to different grade levels and abilities.

Strongly disagree O o o o o Strongly agree

The structure and activities in the resources seem engaging for students.

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly disagree O O O O O Strongly agree

Participant Survey - Regional

Your Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) Professional Development Experience

—— ™

1. What organization provided you with information about Library of Congress approaches and materials for using
primary sources?

2. In which TPS region does this organization operate?
() Eastem Region
") Great Plains Region
( ) Mid-Atlantic/U.S. Territories Region
() Micwest Region
() Southem Region

) Weslern Region

3. Please give the specific title of your workshop or course, if one exists.

* 4. 0n what date did this workshop or course begin?

Starting Date:

Date

www.ilctr.org
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Thank
you!

The Teaching U.S. Immigration resources
are sponsored in part by the Library of
Congress Teaching with Primary Sources
Eastern Region Program, coordinated by
Waynesburg University.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

TEAGHING PRIMARY SOURGES

Consortium Member

‘ The Immigrant
Learning Center

Please fill out the feedback surveys.

Request a certificate of completion using the link in the
chat box.

Visit us at www.ilctr.org for resources and recordings.

Connect with us _ .
on social media: 0 @ImmigrantLearningCenter

O @ilctr

l@l @theimmigrantlearningcenter

www.ilctr.org
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