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Land, Legacy, & the 1960s Labor
Movement:
Teaching Immigration in U.S. History
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i Justice in the Fields: Immigration and The Labor
Movement of the 1960s & 1970s

e Lesson One: Evidence from the Fields: Why Did Farmworkers
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g Demand Change? %
o Students investigate the challenges and working conditions of the :
% farmworkers during the 1960s and 1970s. g

e Lesson Two: Fighting from the Fields: Huerta, Itliong and the
People of the Labor Movement
o Students get to know the leaders, groups, and everyday
farmworkers of the movement as well as their efforts to create

change from the fields.
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?’ See Feel Think Wonder Activity
Questions in a See Feel Think Wonder: _C?:-—-::::_g:_)
% Look closely. What do you see? Make many observations. :-:'-4}--{3
| % What feelings emerge for you as you look at this piece? ~ ‘FEizaH™7
g % What does this piece make you think about? @ =Lk

2 % What questions do you have? What do you wonder about?

Additional prompts:
% How could this connect to subjects you study in school?
% How could this connect to your personal interests or hobbies?

See Feel Think Wonder Padlet Link



https://padlet.com/mrsconnorshistory/see-feel-think-wonder-5vbfbtn6i5b76s65

Feel
Thinlk
Wonde

For Educational Use Ouly

v Look closely. What do you see?
Make many observations.
o [see...
v What feelings emerge for you as you
look at these pieces?
o [feel... I am feeling...
sk What does this piece make you think
about?
o [ am thinking about... I think...
v What questions do you have? What
do you wonder about?
o [ wonder...
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See Feel Think Wonder Act1v1ty Vldeos i

Video 1:
Film Clips from the Farm Labor
Movement - 1960s-1970s

Huelga! - A‘;gf:é:n Archiveof 8 & | CAI“.DIFUHNIQ\'S FARM g
Public Broadcasting 't A N I.ABURrMUVEMENTI

How would you describe the working conditions and living
arrangements of farmworkers in the 1960s & 1970s?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj2KtaBPMz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj2KtaBPMz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj2KtaBPMz8
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_504-696zw19w66
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_504-696zw19w66

J  What Brought Farmworkers to the United States? ¢

e During the Great Depression Mexican Repatriation caused the deportation of an estimated
1.8 million people (some U.S. citizens) to increase job opportunities for white Americans.
During World War II the United States government actively sought Mexican labor through
the Bracero Agreement (1942-1964) in order to mitigate agricultural labor shortages. The
program hires millions of Braceros (Spanish for “laborer”) from northern Mexico. 9k
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% ® The Filipino men were from the “manong” (Ilocano for “older brother”) generation, the

2 first to arrive in the United States after the Spanish-American War resulted in the g |
annexation of the Philippines by the United States in 1898.

e Migrant workers came to the United States from Puerto Rico, Guatemala, El Salvador,
Yemen, China, Japan, India, and other countries seeking employment opportunities and a
better life throughout the 20th century.

Sources: “United Farm Workers and the Delano Grape Strike” reading by Jessica Mann
Timeline of Agricultural Labor in the U.S. - NFWM



https://nfwm.org/farm-workers/farm-worker-issues/slider-test/
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¢ Important Moments of the Labor Movement ¢

e Migrant workers from the Philippines and
Mexico, led by Chavez, Huerta, and Itliong,
facilitate the Delano Grape Strike from

> 1965-1970. The grape strike ultimately

= helped create the United Farm Workers

% (UFW) union.

e Farmworkers in 1966 march to the state
capitol in the March to Sacramento (over
300 miles) to demand better wages and
union recognition, gaining national attention.




'“‘ s m @gj)o(f)/@\_\ & @/@)} O ‘a‘
* Important Moments of the Labor Movement

e UFW grape boycotts spread nationally, drawing support from churches, students,
and other unions 1n 1967. In 1970 grape growers sign contracts with the UFW,
marking a major victory for both Mexican and Filipino farmworkers.

O C

g’ e (Cesar Chavez undertakes a 24-day fast to reaffirm the movement’s commitment %
52 to nonviolence during farmworker struggles. g
o N

e In 1973 the UFW faces violent opposition as the Teamsters Union signs
sweetheart contracts with growers; strikes and boycotts resume, with many
Filipino and Mexican workers involved.

e The passage of the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act (ALRA) in
1975 1s the first law in the U.S. granting farmworkers collective bargaining rights.
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People of the Labor Movement Activity !

This lesson has two options:

% Groups create posters on five different people of the labor movement
and then everyone does a gallery walk with a worksheet C

% There are five stations for students to rotate through to complete a %
worksheet about the people of the labor movement.

% Our version today will use Padlet to learn more about the people of the
labor movement. i@

People of the [.abor Movement Padlet [Link :_-;_.,



https://padlet.com/mrsconnorshistory/people-of-the-labor-movement-6wupgutkk1bu3gp9
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: People of the Labor Movement Activity

Directions: Using the images and resources on the Padlet, answer one or more of these
questions on at least one of the people listed. Add comments or “sticky notes” for responses.

1.) Describe their life and background, including information such as where they are from,

| where they lived, languages they spoke, what their life was like growing up, experience with
o farm work or labor, etc in 2-3 complete sentences.
% 2.) In 2-3 complete sentences describe their role in the labor movement, making note of any
¢ events or legislation they may have been involved with.
3.) In one or more complete sentences describe the obstacles they faced in their lives or
during their involvement in the labor movement.
4.) Add one important quote from them or about them from the readings or sources. Cite the
source (article name).
5.) In one or more complete sentences describe what you think their legacy is and what
people remember about them. Explain your answer.

¢
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T After groups make their posters, hang the posters around the
room. Students spend time reading the information presented
and answering questions on their notetaker. After they complete
the notetaker there are post-gallery walk questions to answer.
These questions are great for class discussions!

e What common themes do you notice across different posters
. and people? Describe two.

e Do you notice similarities and differences in how leaders of
o different ethnic or immigrant backgrounds approached the
%’

labor movement? Give an example.

e What obstacles related to immigration status, language
differences or discrimination did the people or groups face?
Explain two examples.

e Which strategies do you think were the most effective for the
movement? Explain with reasoning.

e How do you think the efforts of these labor leaders connect to
1ssues workers face today? What might be some similarities
between the struggles they faced and those faced by workers
today? What lessons from their fight for farmworker and

A f\\, )o( 7&3\ ;

Gallery Walk

CA0)

How did this person/group’s
background (where they came
from, their culture or early life

experiences) shape their role

in the labor movement?
Explain in detail.

What strategies did this
person/group use to fight for

farmworkers’ rights (boycotts,

strikes, lawsuits, community
organizing, etc)?

Summarize the quote on the
poster in your own words.

César
Chavez

Dolores
Huerta

Larry Itliong

Everyday
Farmworke
rs

United
Farm
Workers
Union
(UFW)

9 migrant rights are still relevant today?
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Scaflolding for Multilingual Learners

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) is one model
for assisting multilingual learners in the classroom.

o (

e Provide students with sentence starters/stems for writing and
conversations.

’ @ Utilize images, physical objects, videos with closed captioning

s on, and graphic organizers when possible.

e Chunk & Chew: teacher gives 2 minutes of information
processing time for each 10 minutes of instruction

e Create personal dictionaries for new words and refer back to
them as needed.

e Chunk longer passages and texts into shorter sections.

di

SIOP® 99 Ideas & Activities

; Pmd—nce f
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® Read alouds and think alouds help with pronunciation,

What are the 8 Components of SIOP?

© ¢

processing, and model how to work through challenging texts.
e “I do, We do,You do”

Y


https://ed491.weebly.com/uploads/8/4/6/1/8461140/siop-99_ideas__activities.pdf
https://hctutorial.com/what-are-the-8-components-of-siop/

_TODAY NEWS
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: Extension Ideas T ;
e Watch films and clips about the labor movement! =
Viva La Causa from Learning for Justice (39 minutes) is about the Delano Grape Strike, Chavez,
Huerta, and the techniques used to achieve victories for farmworkers and to create unions.
Huelga! from the American Archive of Public Broadcasting is an hour-long documentary from 1965
) that explores farmworker strikes in California, focusing on attempts to unionize, calls for better pay,
g the role of César Chavez and the lives of farmworkers. %
) e Students can research and present about current events related to immigration, farmworkers, migran 3
%’ workers, labor union issues, related legislation, etc... Anything with a local connection is a bonus! L1_nkfg
e Students can do more in depth research on the people, groups, and events related to the labor
movement to create posters, slides, social media pages, songs, or their own videos about their topic.
e Invite local community members/groups in to present about immigration related topics.
e Students can interview family and community members about their memories about the labor
movement if they were alive or their everyday experiences of working conditions, workers

striking/protesting, and/or union life.
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https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/viva-la-causa/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_504-696zw19w66
https://americanarchive.org/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2025/09/07/michigan-migrant-farm-workers-law-firm/85710196007/

