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Impact Update

Gaining Perspective by Helping Others
G rowing up in Iran, Amir’s parents instilled in him the importance of giving 

back to the community. When he came to Boston to work for Mass Eye and 
Ear and apply to medical schools, Amir looked for opportunities to contribute. 
Fortunately for our students, he found us. 
“It gives you more perspective on life,” Amir said, explaining why he really enjoys 
meeting people from different countries and hearing their viewpoints and life stories. 
“I’m grateful I had the opportunity to learn English as a second language at a young 
age. It would be too hard to start learning now. I worked with one student who is 
learning English at 76 years old and another who gave up being an engineer in Haiti 
to start all over again in the United States. They are inspiring.”
Amir started working one-on-one with students remotely two or three times a week 
in 2020, and in 2022 he started assisting in person in the classroom. In May he started 
volunteering once a week with students preparing to get their driving learner’s permit.

Reaching Americans from Sioux Falls to Lexington!

Amir, an immigrant himself, 
helps The ILC students prepare 
for their driver’s exam.

Teachers at a national social studies conference learned 
how to integrate immigration into history curricula.  

Adult education teachers learned techniques for preparing 
immigrants and refugees for their citizenship interviews. 

If you want to invite someone from The Immigrant 
Learning Center to speak at your event, reach out to us 
at public.education@ilctr.org or fill out the form on the 
Public Appearances page on our website.

While the audience for our virtual resources continues to 
grow, nothing can replace connecting with people live. The 
Immigrant Learning Center’s Public Education Institute 
has helped hundreds of people via presentations and talks 
in the past six months. Here are just a few examples of 
what The ILC has recently accomplished with educational 
public outreach: 
Rural college students in South Dakota learned about the 

challenges and opportunities facing refugees. 
Young people at Lexington High School learned about 

immigrants’ contributions in Massachusetts. 

The ILC Public Education Institute Director Denzil Mohammed with Lexington High School students learning about immigration.



We believe in offering everyone an equal opportunity 
to share their gifts and achieve their goals.
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Year at a Glance
Throughout the year we try to keep you informed of the most interesting progress your 
support enables, but there’s never enough time or space to share everything. We had that 
same feeling when deciding what to include in The Immigrant Learning Center’s inaugural 
annual report. Here are some highlights:

In fiscal year 2022, we served 620 students from 56 countries living in 57 local communities.

Equality

Patriotism

Adaptability

Focus

Our mission is to give immigrants a voice. How we do that is guided by our values. Hopefully, when you see these 
four words they will remind you of The Immigrant Learning Center.

We believe that immigrants make our country 
stronger.

We believe in adapting to changing conditions.

We keep our resources focused on maximizing our 
impact by doing what we do best.

Students

Values

Use this QR code to 
see the full report
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It is with our deepest thanks that we recognize the following donors who made financial and in-kind contributions to The 
ILC between July 20, 2022, to Feburary 7, 2023. Special thanks to our monthly donors, Facebook fundraisers and those who 
use giving and matching programs through their employers. Please check with your company’s HR department for details.

Thank you, donors!

Community, Corporations & Foundations
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Adelson & Associates, LLC
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anchor Capital Advisors
Anonymous
Bushrod H. Campbell and  

Adah F. Hall Charity Fund
Capital Bank and Trust Company
Citigroup Global Markets, Inc.
City of Malden Office of Strategic 

Planning and Community Development 
City of Medford Redevelopment Authority
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Cradle to Career at The Philanthropic 

Initiative
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Eastdil Secured
Eastern Bank Foundation
Eunice and Harold Levene Family 

Memorial Donor Advised Fund at the 
Rhode Island Foundation

Everett High School teachers and staff
Goulston & Storrs
HireNow Grant Program
Howard C. Connor Charitable Foundation
Hugh O’Neill’s Restaurant & Pub
James G. Martin Memorial Trust
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
Kaplansky Insurance
Massachusetts Department of Elementary 

& Secondary Education
Metro Credit Union
Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc.
New England Private Wealth  

Advisors, LLC
Perpetual Trust for Charitable Giving
Perry and Madeline Garver  

Family Foundation
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Rodman, Rodman & Sandman, PC
Rhode Island Laborers’ District Council

The RMR Group
Roger and Kathy Marino Foundation
Ropes & Gray LLP
Saab Family Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Streetwear, Inc
Stellar Senior Living
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Toppan Merrill
Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.
Tracy Interiors
UBS Investment Bank
Verizon Foundation
Vilcek Foundation
Von Rickenbach Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Securities LLC
Willis Towers Watson

Neal Allen and Helen Rubel | Diane Portnoy (h)
Amy Jill Belkin | Sandy Bornstein (h)
Richard Belofsky | Mary Beth Giffune (h)
John Carroll | Pat DiFranco (h)
Sally Cavanaugh | Teresa Dempsey (m)
Mark Chester | Sue Wagner (m)
Paul Danehy | Stella Nahatis (h)
Patricia DiFranco | Kathleen Klose (h)
William Eberle | James Callahan (h)
Marianne Geula | William and Eva Smith (m)
Daniel Harpin | Henry Katz (h)

Kathleen Klose | Rachel and Orval Klose (m)
Mary Louise Larkin | Barry Portnoy (m)
Robert Matz | Diane Portnoy (h)
Lou and Karen Monti | Lucy Santoro (m)
Richard Persché | Charlene Callahan (h)
Nancy Schmidt | Sarah White (h)
Joanne Seymour and Brian Ruh | Joan Broude and Leah Gandman (m)
Susan Sigward | Rebecca Taplin and Dan Sigward Family (h)
Ed Sleboda | Henry Katz (h)
Janet and Peter Stankiewicz | Cherry Berson (m)
Jane Willis and Richard Davey | Barry Portnoy (m)

Donations made in honor (h) or in memory (m)

Dimayma Belloni
Tricia Benjamin
Cheryl and Evrett Benton
Terrie Bloom
Adam Bornstein
Jamila and Stuart Bornstein
Maxine and Paul Bornstein
Sandra and Ethan Bornstein
Jennifer D. and Robert Bortnick
Diane Boyer
Mayu and Daniel Bryan
Charlene Callahan
Kristina Calvillo
Karen Cangiano

Christine Allen and Daniel Huss
Marsha Alter
Linda J. Altvater
Anamilca Amado
Jacquelyn Anderson
Keith Anderson
Jim Anello
Anonymous
Valentina Apanassenko
Christopher A. Avery
Dr. Susan L. Cahill and 

Hon. Frank J. Bailey
Penelope Allen-Baltera and  

Victor Baltera

Individual donors
Greg Carey
John Carroll
Kirk and Price Carter
Jane and Jack Censer
Mark Chester
Marvin Cine
Jennifer and William Clark
Betsey Cogswell
Melissa Cohen
Beth and Adam Conway
Jodi and Daniel Cooper
Mark Correia
Dorothy Crawford
Diane and David DeBono Schafer



Impact Update | Spring 2023www.ilctr.org 4

Susan Kraft and Don Michaels
Feng Ai and Zhong Ri Lao
Ellen and Vern Larkin
Gertrude Laspina
Jared Lewis
Sharon Liefer
Shari and Mike Linskey
Sam Litvin
Cheryl Lynch
Jo Mackenzie
Karen and David Mandeville
Arthur Marnane
Mary Marshall
Maria McDermott
Lauren Elizabeth McGillicuddy
Nancy McLaughlin
Mary and Robert Miller
Denzil Mohammed
Gene Moulton
Meg Myles
Stella and Charles Nahatis
Mary Beth Nally
Annie Newman
Lillian Ngu
Meghan and Owen Nichols
Carmen and Marian Nistor
Gertrudes and Reginaldo Nogueira
Ingrid Nowak
Susan Nugent
Ana Nuncio
Bob Oppenheim
Sakina Paige and Jamal Thomas
Elizabeth Paley
Richard Persché
Mary and Nick Philopoulos
Andrea and Eric Pizzotti
Ambassador Elena Poptodorova
Adam and Elika Portnoy
Diane Portnoy
Norma Portnoy
Hana Prashker and David Noriega

Edmund and Judith Dente
Anuradha Desai and  

Michael Sheridan
Fernando Diaz
Susan Dosick
Kristi Eckert
Catherine Finuliar
Shelia and Thomas Fitzgerald
John Forester
Barbara and Richard Fournier
The Fraiche Family
Nancy Free
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce M. Gans
Nereyda Garcia
Cynthia Gardner
Heather Garni and Dan Pozen
Cara and Timothy Gavin
Lindsey A. Getz
Mary Beth Giffune and 

Richard Belofsky
Karen Glover
Áine Greaney
Gail Guittarr
Susan and Michael Haley
Diane Hamer
Daniel Harpin
John Harrington
Casia Holmgren
David and Miriam Horton
Priscilla and Franklin Hundley
Linda K. Husar
Mahmud Jafri
Leonora and Dr. James Jennings
Matt and Jenna Jordan
Ellen and Ely Kaplansky
Esther N. Karinge
Patricia Kervick
Colleen Kettle
Susan Klink
Wolfgang Koch
Andrew Koppel

Christopher Ranjitkar
Beth and Ira Rapaport
Karen Richardson
Kristina and Vince Rivers
Anne and Steve Rose
Susan Rosenberg
Hope and Steve Rubin
Kitty and Mustafa Sahin
Anna Sandstrom
Rob and Julie Saunders
Diana Schwalbe
Jordan and Rebecca Scott
Jessica Senat
Susan Sigward
Dilermando Silva
Julia Silverio
Steven Skelley
Shane Smyth
Mary and Jeff Somers
Rachel Soule
James Stergios
Diane Stern and Neil Ungerleider
Hunt Stookey
Karen M. and Robert W. Sweet, Jr.
Tiffany Sy
The Tyler Family Fund
Dr. Niranjan Thiruvur
Rose and George Thompson
Christine A. Towle
Christa and Chris Vaughan
Jennifer Slifka Vidal and Luis Vidal
Anne and Neil Walsh
Susan Weiler
Eleanor Weis
Carol and Jim White
Sarah White
James Witte
Beth Witte
Isobel Yonemura and Jim Moir
Mark Young and Gary Sullivan

Individual donors, continued

The Immigrant Learning Center ®

Meghan Gavin
Amanda Rivers
Karla Sahin
Vijay Thakore
Monica Vidal
Kellianne Walsh

Carys Anderson
Colin Anderson
Grace Aponas
Alexis Barton
Simon Bornstein
Camille Eckert

Youth Board

Founder and CEO
Diane Portnoy

Executive Director
Vincent Rivers

Board of Trustees
Penny Garver
Warren M. 

Heilbronner
Mahmud Jafri
Esther N. Karinge
Gerard M. Martin
Denzil Mohammed
Lise Revers

Frank J. Bailey - 
Chairman

Sandra G. 
Bornstein

Karen Cangiano
Beth Conway
Saima Firdoos
Nereyda F. Garcia

Saritin Rizzuto
Jessica Senat
Diane Stern
Anne Walsh
Jane Willis



The ILC’s partnership with George Mason University is going strong. In 2022, the Institute for Immigration 
Research’s work was referenced in The New York Time, PBS, NBC and other high profile news organizations.

In FY 2022 the IIR produced:
• Six research reports
• 35 on-demand fact sheets 
• Six webinars
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We know firsthand that you can help a lot of people when you help a teacher. That’s why The Immigrant Learning 
Center is dedicated to helping teachers with immigrant students in all subjects as well as integrating immigration 
into lessons for all students. 

In FY 2022: 
• 253 educators participated in the Immigrant Student Success Conference
• Two new curricula were published for Teaching U.S. Immigration
• 13 new resources were released for K-12 and adult educators

The Immigrant Learning Center is a not-for-profit corporation supported by tax-deductible charitable contributions and, in part, 
by funding from The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education; Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc., the 
Massachusetts Executive Offices of Elder Affairs and the Federal Administration on Aging; and the cities of Malden and Medford, 
Massachusetts.

Institute for Immigration Research (IIR)

Teacher Resources

Join us at The ILC’s 

24th Annual
Golf Classic
Golf Tournament • Lunch • Dinner
Monday, June 12, 2023 at Pine Brook Country Club

Year at a Glance (continued)



@ilctr
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442 Main Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
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Gaining perspective by helping others 
Reaching Americans 
Year at a Glance 
Thank you, donors!
The ILC Golf Classic 
Liliana Gives Immigrants a Voice

What’s Inside

Giving Immigrants a Voice Since 1992

The ILC’s mission has always been to give immigrants and refugees a 
voice. This year, one of our students decided to adopt that mission 
as her own.
After learning sufficient English, Argentinian American Liliana 
worked on choosing her next steps toward achieving her goals 
in The ILC Next Steps class. Her teacher suggested a medical 
interpreter program and helped her apply. Liliana was excited by 
the opportunity to help other new Americans navigating important 
and challenging health care situations and enrolled in the program. 
She explains:

Like You, Liliana Values Giving Immigrants a Voice

Liliana is studying to help other immigrants 
as a medical interpreter.

/The-Immigrant-Learning-Center-Inc/ImmigrantLearningCtr/ImmigrantLearningCenter

Connect with us!

“I want to help people, because I know how hard it is in a 
country with not the same language, and … that is the reason 
I want to help people. That way they can feel better. And it’s 
like they can speak through me. It’s like I give them a voice, you 
know? I give them a voice through myself and for me that is a 
blessing.”

When you support students like Liliana, they go on to support 
others. We can’t wait to see what our students do next.


