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Fall 2023
Impact Update

Gaining the skills to thrive in their new home

L earning English is crucial, but so is learning 
to use digital resources. You can go on a 

job interview or to the doctor or to the grocery 
store, but can you apply for a job or order takeout 
online? Can you use telehealth or Zoom with your 
grandkids, or even use the internet to learn English? 
 
From workforce development to personal 
development, digital literacy has been an increasingly 
important priority for The ILC students. With 
support from the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, Eastern Bank 
Foundation and MassHire Metro North, recently we 
finished a multi-year project to give every student 
access to a dedicated Chromebook. This allows 
for an even more customized learning experience. 
 
When students enter The Immigrant Learning 
Center, their English language skill is evaluated 

so they can be placed in the most appropriate 
class. However, students in the same class can 
have a range of comfort using online resources 
from those who have never touched a computer 
before to those who fit right into the digital world. 
Now, for the first time, each student’s digital 
literacy is also evaluated so we can best meet their 
digital learning needs and track their progress. 
 
In addition to evaluating each student, The ILC 
digital literacy instructor teaches workshops in 
every class related to the current English lessons. 
Teachers supplement their English curriculum 
with free online learning opportunities relevant to 
their students’ needs. Education and career advisors 
use online tools to help students find jobs or apply 
for training. All in all, we are preparing The ILC 
students to become productive workers, parents and 
community members better than ever before. 

The ILC Teacher Christiana Gianetta (standing) helping students with a lesson on their assigned Chromebooks.
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The ILC students use their voice to welcome the newcomer
The “Dialogue of Civilizations” theater workshops 
and performances that started in conjunction 
with the American Repertory Theater (A.R.T.) in 
March, 2022, continue to provide many benefits 
to The ILC students. Of course they improve their 
English skills, public speaking and confidence. 
They also have the opportunity to use their voice 
to spread understanding by sharing their life 
experience with family, friends and the public. 
 
Prior to the most recent performances at Harvard’s 
Agassiz Theatre, the A.R.T’s Learning Lead, 
Vahdat Yeganeh and The ILC’s Advising and 
Theater Coordinator Sally Nobinger appeared 
on WBZ-TV CBS News Boston’s Morning Mix 

program to talk about our partnership, Dialogue 
of Civilizations, and The Walk with Little Amal. 
 
Little Amal is a 12-foot puppet of a 10-year-old Syrian 
refugee child who has become a global symbol of human 
rights, especially those of refugees. Since July 2021, 
Amal has “walked” nearly 6,000, miles in 15 countries. 
This September, she starts her 6,000 mile journey across 
the United States here in Boston. The A.R.T. is planning 
one of the public events to welcome her, and The ILC 
students helped them workshop ideas for the event in 
August. The ILC students will also get the opportunity to 
participate in The Walk in September. This partnership 
is bound to continue giving immigrants a voice in 
exciting and unexpected ways. 

The A.R.T’s Vahdat Yeganeh and The ILC’s Sally Nobinger appeared on WBZ-TV CBS News Boston’s Morning Mix program to talk about our 
partnership, Dialogue of Civilizations, and The Walk with Little Amal.

The ILC Students in a workshop with American Repertory Theater to prepare for The Walk with Little Amal coming to Cambridge on 
September 7th

2



Impact Update | Fall 2023www.ilctr.org 

It is with our deepest thanks that we recognize the following donors who made financial and in-kind contributions to The 
ILC between February 8, 2023, to August 2, 2023. Special thanks to our monthly donors, Facebook fundraisers and those who 
use giving and matching programs through their employers. Please check with your company’s HR department for details.

Thank you, donors!

Richard A. Belofsky | Mary Beth Giffune (h)
Louis DeLena | Charlene Callahan (h)
The Gabelli Family Philanthrophic Fund | Mikayla 

Quintana and Johany Jeune (h)
Maria McDermott | Thomas McDermott (m)
Stella and Charles Nahatis | Debbie and Don 

Silberstein (h)

Dianne and Robert Payne | Scotty (m)
Rita A. Pelosi | Andrea Pizzotti (h)
Richard Persché | Charlene Callahan (h)
Joanne Seymour and Brian Ruh | Joan Broude and 

Leah Gandman (m)
Jamie and John Soule | Rachel Soule (h)
Janet and Peter Stankiewicz | Joseph Mannone (m)

Donations made in honor (h) or in memory (m)

Joan and Warren Heilbronner
Patricia Fae Ho
Ben Jacques
Mahmud Jafri
Mark Jeffery
Sally and Jim Kaloyanides
Esther N. Karinge
Henry Katz
Kathleen Klose
Andrew Koppel
Courtney Lee Kubacki and 

Timothy A. Bonang 
Ann and Ted Kurland
Matthew Lally
Feng Ai and Zhong ri Lao
Vicki and Dan LePage
Shari and Mike Linskey
George Martin
Brad Maxwell
Maria McDermott
Craig Medeiros
Jeanne Memeus
Ariana Moir and Stephan Oehler
Martha Morgan
Gene Moulton
Stella and Charles Nahatis
Carmen and Marion Nistor
Gertrudes and Reginaldo 

Nogueira
Jerson Olano-Gonzalez
William Parker
Richard Persché

Anonymous
Andrew Alperstein
Kevin Barton
Ann Bausman
Richard Belofsky
Cheryl and Evrett Benton
Gwen Blumberg
Jamila and Stuart Bornstein
Sandra and Ethan Bornstein
Mildene Bradley
Jane and Robert Buchanan
Dr. Susan Cahill and 

Hon. Frank J. Bailey
Karen Cangiano
John Carroll
Laura and Chris Choma
Mark Ciccone
Jennifer and William Clark
Betsey Cogswell
Beth and Adam Conway
Mark Correia
Shawn Cryan
Anuradha Desai and 

Michael Sheridan
Felix Dulorier
Rev. Katherine C. Evans, SCHC
Fraiche Family
Jennifer Furey
Janica E. Gedeus
Karen Glover
Kristin Gowdy
Diane Hamer

Keith Pierce
Diane Portnoy
Norma Portnoy
Hana Prashker and 

David Noriega
Beth and Ira Rapaport
Kristina and Vince Rivers
Saritin Rizzuto
Douglas Rosner
Kitty and Mustafa Sahin
Lynn Schemmel and 

Stephen Wilmore
Nancy Schluntz
Diana Schwalbe
Jordan and Rebecca Scott
Jessica Senat
Joanne Seymour and Brian Ruh
Shane Smyth
Jamie and John Soule
Rachel Soule
Janet and Peter Stankiewicz
Diane Stern and Neil Ungerleider
Christopher Trick
Dinesh Wadhwani
Anne and Neil Walsh
Amanda and Brandon White
Sarah White
Randy Williamson
Richard Williamson
Jane Willis and Rich Davey
Mark Young and Gary Sullivan

Individual donors
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Community, Corporations & Foundations
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Citigroup Global Markets, Inc.
City of Malden Office of 

Strategic Planning & 
Community Development

City of Medford Redevelopment 
Authority

The Congregational Church of 
West Medford

Cummings Foundation, Inc.
Deloitte & Touche LLP
ExecuSpace Construction 

Corporation
Francis Beidler III & Prudence R. 

Beidler Foundation
Goulston & Storrs
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
Learning by Giving Foundation
Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary & Secondary 
Education

Melrose Cooperative Bank 
Charitable Foundation

Morgan Stanley

Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc.
Mystic View Design, Inc.
Nellie Mae Education Foundation
New England Private Wealth 

Advisors, LLC
Nuance Foundation
The PNC Financial Services Group
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Rhode Island Laborers’ 

District Council
The RMR Group
Royal Sonesta Boston
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom
Star Market Give Where it Counts 

Program
Stellar Senior Living
Stevens & Ciccone Associates P.C.
Stop & Shop Community Bag 

Program
Streetwear, Inc.
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Toppan Merrill
The United Way of Southwestern 

Pennsylvania
Wells Fargo Securities LLC
Willis Towers Watson

The Immigrant
Learning Center ®

Youth Board 
Carys Anderson
Colin Anderson
Grace Aponas
Alexis Barton
Simon Bornstein
Camille Eckert
Meghan Gavin
Amanda Rivers
Karla Sahin
Vijay Thakore
Monica Vidal
Kellianne Walsh

Founder and CEO
Diane Portnoy

Executive Director
Vincent Rivers

Board of Trustees
Frank J. Bailey - Chairman
Sandra G. Bornstein
Karen Cangiano
Beth Conway
Saima Firdoos
Nereyda F. Garcia
Penny Garver
Warren M. Heilbronner
Mahmud Jafri
Esther N. Karinge
Gerard M. Martin
Denzil Mohammed
Lise Revers
Saritin Rizzuto
Jessica Senat
Diane Stern
Anne Walsh
Jane Willis

A much younger cohort of donors joined the ranks of 
The ILC supporters this spring. Students at Framingham 
State University were learning about supporting their 
community through philanthropy in a class created by 
the Learning by Giving Foundation. This unique program 
gives college classes the opportunity to learn about the 
impact of philanthropy and do hands-on research of not-
for-profits that support the local community. The final 
project is distributing a $10,000 grant to the organization 
that impresses them the most. These students visited 
more than 20 organizations in Eastern Massachusetts and 
selected The Immigrant Learning Center!

Upon visiting The ILC, these students were particularly 
impressed with our literacy classes, which help students 
who have little to no literacy in their first languages 
and need specialized support so they don’t fall through 
the cracks. Many of them also cited their own family’s 
immigration stories as their motivation. One explained, 

“If my loved ones had known about these classes sooner, 
their lives would have been very different. They would have 
fought for fair wages, interviewed for jobs they would have 
easily qualified for and sought legal help sooner.” That’s 
what these students and all our donors do when you give 
to The Immigrant Learning Center. Together, we change 
people’s lives for the better.

Learning to support the community 

The ILC Assistant Director of Development Ann Bausman (holding 
check) receiving a donation from students in Framingham State 
University’s Learning By Giving Program.

4



Impact Update | Fall 2023www.ilctr.org 5

While The ILC’s focus is on giving immigrants a voice 
through English and citizenship classes, sometimes 
the opportunity arises to express themselves in 
other ways. For years, we participated in “Window 
Arts Malden” by displaying student artwork in our 
front windows. One former student, Anna from 
Vietnam, who participated in Window Arts said 
that it led to more exposure for her with offers from 
people who were interested in exhibiting her work. 
 
This summer, more students at The ILC had a 
chance to showcase their passion for art in an 
exhibition called “IamMigration: a lived experience.” 
This community art project was the brainchild of 
Benjamin Jacques with the Gallery at Sanctuary 
in Medford. The open house featured paintings, 
photography, music, videos and more by immigrant 
artists, many of them students, former students or 
teachers at The ILC. The exhibit ran through July 
15, and The ILC student’s work was then transferred 
to the gallery at Urban Media Arts in Malden. 
 
This exhibit was another opportunity to create 
connections and understanding between newcomers 
and the surrounding community. Given the 
opportunity to express anything they wanted 
through their art, some students choose to honor 
The ILC. Shirin from Iran shared a photo portrait 
of herself outside of The ILC and said that “If I am 
here today, it is because of the support of The 

Here is your chance to marvel at the ingenuity, bravery 
and grit of the immigrant entrepreneurs that call 
Massachusetts home. Founders of biotechs, insurance 
agencies, cyber security firms and neighborhood 
bakeries take their noses from the grindstone long 
enough to support each other and share their stories. 
Equally as important, all funds raised will go toward 
giving immigrants a voice at The ILC. Join us!

Immigrant Learning Center.” Xuguang from China 
[pictured] painted The Immigrant Learning Center 
itself, which he calls the “Unforgettable School.” 
Xuguang spoke almost no English when he enrolled 
in our Level 1 class. After nearly two years of studying 
five days a week, he succeeded in his goal of finding a 
better job just a few weeks before the exhibit. He was 
proud to showcase the place that is “exactly where my 
dream started.” 

An unforgettable experience

2023 Barry M. Portnoy Immigrant Entrepreneur Awards

November 8, 2023 at the Royal Sonesta Boston
Nominations are due by September 18, 2023!

The ILC student showcases his painting of The ILC called 
Unforgettable School in special exhibit of immigrant artists.
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442 Main Street 
Malden, MA 02148 

Giving Immigrants a Voice Since 1992

Day-to-day life can be a struggle in the United States for anyone 
who doesn’t speak English, but if you’re a parent, the stakes are 
especially high. When Rachida came to the U.S. from Morocco 
knowing very little English, she struggled to support her son 
the way she wanted to. She couldn’t find work, help her son 
learn English or even take him to the doctor without help.  

Learning English at The ILC turned things around for her. 
“English helped me to be a U.S. citizen, to get my driver’s 
license, for credit card, for everything,” she said. “I [can] go to 
hospital with my child without his dad.” Her classes “[helped] 
so much. I love this school.” English skills can enable parents 
to provide the kind of care and support that all parents want to 
offer their children. 

There was still one crucial hurdle to clear. If Rachida wanted 
to ensure that she would never be separated from her son, she 
needed to become a citizen. “I believe this is my country now … 
and I want to live here permanently, because my family is here,” 
she explained. Rachida enrolled in our citizenship classes. The 
dedicated teachers and volunteers gave her extra help outside 
of class hours. She said that with the extra help, she didn’t 
find it hard to pass the citizenship interview. Just three days 
before Mother’s Day, Rachida swore her oath of citizenship and 
ensured her permanent place with her son in her new home.  

English transforms a parent’s life 

/ImmigrantLearningCtr/ImmigrantLearningCenter@ilctr

Connect with us!
/The-Immigrant-Learning-Center-Inc
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Gaining the skills to thrive 

The ILC students use their voice

Thank you, donors!

Learning to support the community

An unforgettable experience

Barry M. Portnoy Immigrant Entrepreneur Awards

English transforms a parent’s life

What’s Inside

Learning English helped Rachida support her family; 
becoming a citizen ensured they can stay together.


