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Theater classes bring students' stories to life

Thirty years of giving immigrants a voice 

Fall 2022
Impact Update

O ur mission is to give immigrants a voice, but how do 
you help someone who’s afraid to open their mouth? 

Believe it or not, theater can be a powerful tool for English 
learners to build their English skills and confidence, even 
the shy ones. The Immigrant Learning Center’s students 
were thrilled to participate in a series of theater workshops 
led by Vahdat Yeganeh of the American Repertory Theater 
at Harvard University (ART). The students gained English 
skills, confidence and ability to share their stories.

The ART program was piloted in the spring with a 
three-session run that was very positively received 
by participants. The students were excited to practice 
English and get the opportunity to share their stories. 
One student, Xiaojing, said that when she first came to 
the U.S., “I’m really scared to open my mouth,” but while 
taking the theater workshops, “Sometimes [I] may feel shy 
or something, but the teachers or the students encourage 
you to speak louder and louder. It really helps.” Her only 
complaint was that she wished the program had run 
longer, saying, “I hope we can have a longer session.”

Following the success of the first set of workshops, 
Xiaojing got her wish. A longer, eight-session program ran 
this summer, culminating in a presentation called HOME 
at the Loeb Drama Center in Harvard Square. Each piece 
was written and performed by The ILC students about 
their experiences as newcomers. The ILC is preparing for 
another ART workshop series this fall. Suadad, another 
student who participated in the workshops, said that 
she was ready to sign up again. She said, “I am glad for 
everyone in ILC. I feel like [a] second family.”

What were you doing 30 years ago? Diane Portnoy was 
starting a free school for adult immigrants to learn 
English. A lot has happened since then. The Immigrant 
Learning Center has surfed every high and survived every 
low, and we couldn’t have done it without supporters like 
you.

Please join us at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston on 
November 15, 2022, for a celebration to remember!

Students at The ILC participated in theater workshops to 
improve their English and confidence.



When Brittany Hay, Everett School District director of 
English learners, and her staff wanted to do something 
special for Latinx Heritage Month last October, they 
asked the superintendent for permission to hold a “Jeans 
Day.” This is a day when teachers and staff may choose 
to wear jeans to work in exchange for donating $5 each 
to a designated charity. They raised $400 and donated 
it to The Immigrant Learning Center!

Brittany says choosing The Immigrant Learning 
Center was “an easy decision,” and “I think you guys 
do incredible, incredible work.”  

Although The Immigrant Learning Center is located in 
Malden, we serve students from all over Greater Boston. 
After Malden, the second largest number of adults 
looking to learn English come to us from our neighbors 
in Everett. It’s no surprise given that, according to Data 
USA, 43 percent of Everett’s population is foreign-born. 
Many of our students from Everett have children in the 
Everett school system. According to Brittany, 35 percent 
of Everett’s school children are English learners, and 
they received 1,000 more in the 2022 school year alone.

We are immensely grateful to the hard-working teachers 
of Everett, and we are looking forward to opportunities 
to work together in the future to help our overlapping 
families. 

New leaders propel The ILC into the future
The Immigrant Learning Center has grown a lot over the 
past 30 years. So much has changed, but whether we're 
expanding to meet new needs or looking for a better way 
to serve, we always keep our eye on the mission of giving 
immigrants a voice. That's why, when the Director of 
English Language Programs Karen Oakley retired after 26 
years at The ILC, we were both sad to see her go and excited 
for the possibilities a new generation of leaders will bring.

Karen joined The ILC as a teacher in 1996 when the 
organization was just four years old. Over the years her 
responsibilities grew as she took on tasks such as staff 
development. In 2011, the program had grown to the point 
it was obvious that The ILC founder Diane Portnoy could 
no longer effectively oversee everything herself. Karen was 
promoted to The ILC’s first director of English language 
programs. Through her retirement in June 2022, she did a 
stellar job of building on the foundation that Diane created. 
When asked why she stayed so long, Karen said the job 
was challenging yet rewarding, but mostly she felt it was 
“work worth doing.” 

One of Karen’s strengths was developing leadership among 
The ILC staff. Two staff members are stepping up to lead the 
English language programs, and we’re excited to see how 
they continue to grow and improve the program.

Jessica Senat is the new director of English language 
programs. She started as a volunteer at The ILC in 2012 
then joined the teaching staff, transitioned to an advisor 
role and finally her administrative skills led her to become 
the program coordinator. In addition to her professional 
insight, Jessica also brings the perspective of an immigrant 
who grew up in Malden. 
Rachel Soule is the new assistant director of English 
language programs. She began teaching at The ILC in 
2018 and was the lead teacher prior to her promotion. 
Her responsibilities include professional development, 
curriculum development and oversight of the continually 
evolving technology program. 
When asked about the change in leadership, Diane said, 
“As much as I am going to miss Karen, I have full faith 
and confidence in Jessica and Rachel and the rest of The 
ILC staff. They have already been extremely helpful in 
producing The ILC's new strategic plan.”  

Jessica Senat and Rachel Soule take the reins as the 
director of English language programs retires.

Teachers and staff at Everett schools pooled their 
donations to support students at The ILC. 
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Community, Corporations & Foundations
Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
All Girls Allowed
BSC Group
Cambridge Savings  

Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Citigroup Global Markets, Inc.
Citizens Investment Services
City of Malden Office of  

Strategic Planning &  
Community Development

City of Medford  
Redevelopment Authority

Cummings Foundation, Inc.
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Eastern Bank Foundation
Execuspace Construction 

Corporation
First Literacy, Inc.

Francis Beidler III &  
Prudence R. Beidler 
Foundation

Goulston & Storrs
Hugh O'Neill's Restaurant 

& Pub
Ipsen Pharma
Melrose Unitarian  

Universalist Church
Metropolitan Area  

Planning Council
Morgan Stanley
Mystic Valley Elder 

Services, Inc.
New England Private 

Wealth Advisors, LLC
PwC
RBC Capital Markets
Royal Sonesta Boston

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP

Stellar Senior Living
Stevens & Ciccone 

Associates, P.C.
Stop & Shop Community  

Bag Program
Streetwear, Inc.
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Everett High School 

teachers and staff
The PNC Financial 

Services Group
The RMR Group
Toppan Merrill
UBS Investment Bank
VLX Travel
Wells Fargo Securities LLC
Willis Towers Watson

John Angier and Linda Zamvil | Mark Cangiano (m)
Jeffrey Feingold | Sandy Bornstein, Diane Portnoy  

                            and Vince Rivers (h)
Ling Chai Maginn | Diane and Barry Portnoy,  

                                 Sandy, Ethan, Nathan and  
                                 Simon Bornstein (h)

Donations made in honor (h) or in memory (m)
Dianne and Robert Payne | Scotty (m)
Nancy Schluntz | Anna Sandstrom (h)
Joanne Seymour | Joan Broude  
   and Brian Ruh �|  �| and Leah Gandman (m)

It is with our deepest thanks that we recognize the following donors who made financial and in-kind contributions to The ILC 
between March 12, 2022 to July 19, 2022. Special thanks to our monthly donors, Facebook fundraisers and those who use giving 
and matching programs through their employers. Please check with your company’s HR department for details.

Thank you, donors!
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The Immigrant Learning Center ®

Vijay Thakore
Grace Aponas
Kellianne Walsh
Carys Anderson
Meghan Gavin
Karla Sahin

Simon Bornstein
Amanda Rivers
Alexis Barton
Camille Eckert
Monica Vidal
Colin Anderson

2022 Youth Board

Founder and CEO
Diane Portnoy

Executive Director
Vincent Rivers

Board of Trustees
Penny Garver
Warren M. 

Heilbronner
Mahmud Jafri
Esther N. Karinge
Gerard M. Martin
Denzil Mohammed
Lise Revers
Saritin Rizzuto

Frank J. Bailey - 
Chairman

Sandra G. 
Bornstein

Karen Cangiano
Fatima Z. Chibane
Beth Conway
Saima Firdoos
Nereyda F. Garcia

Jessica Senat
Diane Stern
Anne Walsh
Jane Willis
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Jeannine Helen
Abby and Jake Homiller
William Homiller
Matthew Hopkins
Brian Hurley
Eunynx Jacques
Emmanuel Joseph
Sally and Jim Kaloyanides
Esther N. Karinge
Henry Katz
Joe Kim
Kathleen Klose  

and Jay Harris
Gregory Kraus
Eric Krauss
Jason Kushner
Daniel Kutner
Rubin Lacombe
Joseph Larkin
Megan Lee
Irene Legeros
Vicki and Dan LePage
Rene Lerois
Michael J. Linskey
Suzanne and David Lissy
Cheryl A. Lynch
George Martin
Patrick Mathews
Maria McDermott
Jeanne Memeus
Deborah and Joseph L. Morea
Connor Murray
Marguerite Nicolas
Carmen and Marion Nistor
Karen Oakley  

and John Merrick
Amie and Tom O'Brien
Ariana Moir  

and Stephan Oehler
Dieunitha Pierre

George Andrews
Tim Barrett
Kristine and Kevin Barton
William Behuniak
Cheryl and Evrett Benton
Chris Bilotto
Margaly Blanchard
Robert Bortnick
Mildene Bradley
Anita Brewer-Siljeholm
Matt Brown
Jane and Robert Buchanan
Dr. Susan L. Cahill  

and Hon. Frank J. Bailey
Stephen Cammuso
Karen Cangiano
Laura and Chris Choma
Jennifer and William Clark
Cameron Clough
Betsey Cogswell
Timothy Conklin
Mark Correia
William Curry
Yanick Dadaille
Luis Dolan
Felix Dulorier
Kathryn Eagan
Anna Fan
Alan Felder
Debby Fuller
Jennifer Furey
Heather Garni  

and Dan Pozen
Karen Glover
Phebe and Louis Goodman
Sean Gormley
Kristin Gowdy
Matthew Greenberger
Diane Hamer
Lynne and David Hegarty

Individual donors
Diane Portnoy
Norma Portnoy
Jake Quigley
Janice Rand
Avinash Rao
Beth and Ira Rapaport
Dominique Raymond
Rose-Marie Renalty
Jean-Cilien Renelus
Scott Ruescher
Kevin Richards
Matt Ricketts
Kristina and Vince Rivers
Rachelle Rosemond
Kelly Saffery
Anna Sandstrom
Katharine Schmitt
Diana Schwalbe
Farai Shawa
Morin Sherline
Greg Silverman
Jeff Smith
Shane Smyth
Mary and Jeff Somers
Rachel Soule
Mirna Succari
Tania Tania
Ronald Telson
Myrtha F. Videau
Anne and Neil Walsh
Diana Watts
Amanda and  

Brandon White
Sarah White
Telemaque Wilhene
Randy Williamson
Beth S. Witte
Croft Young
Robert Young
Matt Zychowski
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The Immigrant Learning Center is a not-for-profit corporation supported by tax-deductible charitable contributions and, in part, 
by funding from The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education; Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc., the 
Massachusetts Executive Offices of Elder Affairs and the Federal Administration on Aging; and the cities of Malden and Medford, 
Massachusetts.



Making teachers’ jobs a little easier 
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With everything else on their plates, we admire teachers who 
make time to learn how to best support immigrant students 
or incorporate U.S. immigration into their lessons. Over 
the past two decades, The ILC’s Public Education Institute 
has produced and curated hundreds of free resources to 
help these teachers, creating another challenge. These assets 
were available on The ILC’s website, but educators needed 
a quicker, easier way to find what they need.

In response, The ILC developed a new “Educator Resource 
Hub.” These web pages are organized by topics, such as 
immigration lesson plans or immigrant trauma, as well as 
by grade level, and can be searched by keyword.  

Teachers across the country responded enthusiastically 
when the Educator Resource Hub was rolled out during 
The ILC’s annual, online conference, “Immigrant Student 
Success” in July. “This is an amazing resource! Thank you 
so much,” said Jacqueline Padilla DiMirco, an ESOL teacher 
from New York. The ILC is committed to continuing to 
produce and curate resources to ensure that the Hub 
remains up to date, valuable and comprehensive.

Malden High students share their immigration stories 
In order to highlight the accomplishments and stories 
of immigrants in our own backyard, The ILC’s Public 
Education Institute hosted its first annual Immigration 
Essay Contest on the topic “How Malden Benefits from 
Immigration.” Students from Malden High School, just 
a block away from The ILC’s headquarters, submitted 
thoughtful, beautifully written essays. Their work 
incorporated research, personal stories and powerful 
depictions of the contributions of immigrants.  

Dina Genene took first place for her essay that featured both 
research on Malden’s history as a welcoming community 
and her personal experience as a daughter of Ethiopian 
immigrants. Julie Huynh’s second place essay detailed her 
parents’ story of immigrating to the U.S. and studying at 
The ILC, and how their story has influenced her own life. 
Michelle Dang took third place with an essay that focused 
on how diversity has strengthened Malden’s public schools. 
Students Linh Le, Saad Mecbah and Hadjar Yousfi received 
honorable mentions.  

The proud winners received their awards in a ceremony that 
was attended by families, teachers and even the mayor of 
Malden. Mayor Christenson said, “I was quite impressed 
with the ceremony especially the caliber of the essays 
submitted for this first-ever contest.” 

We can’t wait to read next year’s essays. Students have 
valuable perspectives on immigrants and immigration, and 
The ILC is proud to share them. Learn more and read the 
winning essays here: https://www.ilctr.org/essaycontest 

The ILC honored six students for their powerful essays 
describing how immigration benefits their community.

Check out the Hub for yourself here: 
https://www.ilctr.org/educator-resource-hub

The new Educator Resource Hub, demonstrated on screen 
here, features more than 100 resources for teachers of 
immigrants and immigration.

Or scan the QR code 
to the lef t using your 
phone to visit the Hub
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Giving Immigrants a Voice Since 1992

Learning English is more than the first rung on the ladder 
to success for newcomers to this country.  It’s hard to 
overestimate how important being able to communicate 
in English really is. Take Algerian-born Rachid for 
example. Although he studied hard and held down two 
jobs, he credits the free classes he took at The ILC with his 
success. “Everything about my story, it’s The ILC,” he said 
modestly. “I get all the help that I need from you guys.”   

The ILC’s Next Steps class helped him find a free program 
to transition to college. From there, he enrolled in Bunker 
Hill Community College where he graduated with an 
associate degree in cybersecurity this spring. Rachid plans 
on pursuing a bachelor’s degree in the same field, setting 
himself up for a promising career in STEM. 

Rachid is unafraid of the difficulty of pursuing higher 
education and an ambitious career while speaking English 
as a second language. “Challenges, it’s like fuel for me,” he 
says. We’re so proud of Rachid and students like him who 
use their time at The ILC as a springboard for a bright 
future, and we can’t wait to see what he does next.

Climbing the ladder, with a boost from The ILC 

After studying at The ILC, Rachid graduated in 2022 with 
a degree in cybersecurity.
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