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Passion Persistence Motivation



My Journey 
- My Greatest Gift



Guardian of 4 siblings 
at the age of 13



My Immigrant Journey 



Newcomer 
Journey 



Key to Success

Boosting 
Achievement book

Passion Persistence Motivation



Wrong Story Being Told 
“I have a student who knows NO English.  She will just be sitting in class (4th block 

Civics) all year

 and not be able to do any assignments or work whatsoever.  An idea for you to 

consider would be putting her in Ms. _____’s class with Emily Francis in there full time 

working completely with ELL students. This is the only way she has a chance of learning 

anything in Civics this year.  It is a freshman class but I can’t see that being a problem 

considering the situation.  Obviously she will fail if she has to be left in my class.  It 

would be like me sitting in a class where only Spanish was spoke (I know no Spanish) 

and I would fail miserably too.”
  

ty

Mr. XXXXX



So close!



“We, the teachers have the power in our 
hands to make or break our classrooms in 
how we want our students to feel, how we 
want our students to run, & what kind of 

students we want to produce.”
–Dr. Stephen Knight



Affirming Identity and Unpacking 
My Potential

RCCC - Associate's 
Degree 2007

UNCC - Bachelor's in 
Spanish 2010

UNCC - TESOL 
Certificate 2012
UNCC - Masters in  

TESOL 2013



Effects of 
identity 

affirmation



Do This

▹ Ask/Learn their 
story/journey

▹ Validate and affirm cultural 
background & experiences

▹ Understand SLA process & 
allow home language use to 
access content

▹ Keep the bar/expectation 
high but provide scaffolding.

Do NOT do This

▹ Do not assume you know their 
story (dangers of a single 
story)

▹ Don’t ignore and devalue 
students’ backgrounds & 
experiences

▹ Don’t be a language 
oppressor. 

▹ Don’t let them “sink or swim’ 
on their own

To Affirm Identity - Do This NOT That 



That Affirm 
Identity

K12 Lessons 

Lessons



Our Own Identity
● Experiences
● Thoughts
● Feelings
● Attitudes
● Beliefs
● Family
● Foods
● Dance
● Culture/Heritage



Our Name 

● Who selected your 
name?

● How do you feel 
about your name?

● Would you change 
your name? Why? 
Why not?

https://www.mynamemyidentity.org/

https://www.mynamemyidentity.org/


Go beyond a name…

● Celebrate 
Uniqueness 

● Transact with the 
text

● Take Action

Our Stories 

https://literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2019/01/31/affirming-individuality-and-identity-through-picture
-books-and-storytelling?fbclid=IwAR1aQNGKBnM162VuSgJ5L-VCn25w7Nce-wzmHpNg6qB1yjG4vy70PFai
KQo

https://literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2019/01/31/affirming-individuality-and-identity-through-picture-books-and-storytelling?fbclid=IwAR1aQNGKBnM162VuSgJ5L-VCn25w7Nce-wzmHpNg6qB1yjG4vy70PFaiKQo
https://literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2019/01/31/affirming-individuality-and-identity-through-picture-books-and-storytelling?fbclid=IwAR1aQNGKBnM162VuSgJ5L-VCn25w7Nce-wzmHpNg6qB1yjG4vy70PFaiKQo
https://literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2019/01/31/affirming-individuality-and-identity-through-picture-books-and-storytelling?fbclid=IwAR1aQNGKBnM162VuSgJ5L-VCn25w7Nce-wzmHpNg6qB1yjG4vy70PFaiKQo


A New Narrative 

https://storytellersforchange.teachable.com/courses
https://reimaginingmigration.org/moving-stories-home/
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Sign up HERE for more information 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tEafa8Z_FxnPPgDVA2aMo7lwWX2fTuI1WS1XR-QQGbk/viewform?edit_requested=true


Blog: bit.ly/EmilyfranESL 

Mrs. Francis’ ESL Class
Mrs.FrancisESL


