




"Would you also agree that Emma 
Lazarus's words etched on the Statue of 
Liberty, 'Give me your tired, give me your 
poor,' are also a part of the American 
ethos?" NPR's Rachel Martin…

"They certainly are: 'Give me your tired and 
your poor who can stand on their 
own two feet and who will not 
become a public charge…That 
plaque was put on the Statue of Liberty at 
almost the same time as the first public 
charge was passed -- very interesting 
timing."
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Xenophobia – both in terms of ideology and policies –
is very similar across groups, time, and place. For 
example, some of the same arguments that were first 
wielded against Irish Catholics in the 19th century –
that there were too many of them, they were not fit to 
be citizens, they were racially inferior and that their 
faith was at odds with the US – are almost identical to 
the ones used against Muslims today. 

Xenophobia succeeds through repetition, allowing it 
to add to an already established xenophobic script 
and build on previously successful political 
movements and policies.



Three Common Themes

•Unable or unwilling to 
integrate

• Illegal , Criminals and 
Terrorists

•Economic Burdens or Taking 
Jobs



Our Information Ecosystem



Applying Historical Thinking Skills to Current 
Events

• Establish historical significance

•Use primary source evidence

• Identify continuity and change

• Analyze cause and consequence

• Take historical perspectives, and

•Understand the ethical dimension of historical interpretations.







Consider this [image, situation, video, object, etc.] examining it 
closely.  

What do you see?

How do you feel?

What do you think about that?

What does it make you wonder?

Source: Adapted from Visible Thinking, Project Zero

See Feel Think Wonder
nurturing close observation, curiosity, and self 

awareness



Identify the two items you would like to compare [e.g. 
stories, places, cases, situations, texts, objects] Look and 
examine each closely . . . take your time:

What do you see that is the same across the two? Name 
commonalities and patterns

What do you see that is different? Name the differences 
you observe

What do we gain from comparing the two?

NOTE: THIS ROUTINE IS BEING PILOTED

Source: ID & Global, Project Zero

Same-Different-Gain 
purposeful and thoughtful comparisons



Consider the object text, source, photograph video and 
read or look closely, and discuss

By whom, about whom, for whom?
make power and positions visible

By whom?
Who do you think/know 
created this work where 
and when and what 
does this make you 
think about?

For Whom?
Who might be the 
audience for this 
work and what 
does this make you 
think about?

About Whom?
Who is depicted in 
this work and how 
and what does this 
make you think 
about?

Who Else ?
Whose voices 
may be missing 
and what does 
this make you 
think about?

NOTE: THIS ROUTNE IS IN PILOT FORM

Source: Re-imagining Migration adapted from PZ-clasroom







Key Takeaways

• Negative words and images do harm, 
young people internalize them.

• Important to put current events in 
historical perspective. 

• Very little of today’s rhetoric is new. 
What is new is the changing 
information ecosystem.

• Build literacy habits that transcend the 
current news cycle.



“The immigration of Chinese into California has attracted the attention of 
Congress. It appears that the Chinese immigrants, on settling there, persist in 
maintaining their allegiance to China; and under these circumstances the Senate 
voted a resolution, December 19, making inquiry into the propriety of 
discouraging such emigration.”

Harper’s Weekly, January 5, 1857, page 3 (Domestic Intelligence)



New Orleans March, 1891



Bridgeport Standard, Jan. 23, 1896


