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When Sonia and her daughter walked into The ILC’s 
Citizenship classroom on July 11, only one of  them 
was a citizen, but that was about to change. Sonia had 
just passed the citizenship exam and, like prior students 
who passed, she returned to describe the experience 
to her classmates.  She talked them through the entire 
experience, including details like being given a number 
and waiting for it to appear on a display screen. With 
each new student who succeeds, the remaining students 
are given encouragement and familiarity with the process 
so it seems less scary when it’s their turn.

Sonia came to the United States in 2011 to join her 
husband, who was already a U.S. citizen. They had two 
children, a boy and a girl, who were both citizens at 
birth. Sonia spent all her time on her children until they 
were old enough for her to start considering her own 
goals. In January this year she started studying for the 
citizenship exam at The Immigrant Learning Center. 

When Sonia’s childcare arrangements fell through, an 
ILC volunteer, Deb Andersen, offered to continue 
working with Sonia in her home. Sonia feels that the 
support she received in and out of  the classroom was 
crucial to helping her through the process, and she is 
eternally grateful. She was sworn in as a U.S. citizen on 
August 1, 2019.

Sonia finished high school in Morocco, but did not 
have an opportunity to find work before coming to 
the U.S. She hopes to find her first job after improving 
her English skills even more. Now that she’s done with 
Citizenship class, she must re-apply for English classes. 
She joins the hundreds of  other immigrants on the 
wait list hoping to improve their lives. Thanks to your 
continued support, we look forward to seeing Sonia 
again when her space opens up.

Your support helps another new American achieve her goals.

Now that Sonia is done with Citizenship Class, she’s returned to the 
wait list to improve her English.

Sonia and her daughter return to Citizenship Class to share her 
experience passing the citizenship exam.
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Shikha and The Immigrant Learning Center 
are a perfect match. According to her, “This 
is a place where I got the opportunity to get 
rid of  my loneliness, depression, the things 
with which I was struggling. I got a family and 
good friends here. I heard the story of  Diane 
Portnoy. It was very inspiring.”

Shikha herself  is an inspiration. She and her 
husband, Ani, were running a successful 
daycare in India when her mother-in-law’s 
pleas to join her in the United States finally 
convinced them to move to Malden. They both 
have a background in IT, but her husband was 
the first to find a job, and Shikha could only 
get a spouse visa, which does not allow her 
to work. After more than a year of  trying to 
occupy herself  at home, Shikha started looking 
for ways to invest her time and talent. The 
Entrepreneurship Class brought her to The 
ILC, and she found a place where she is needed.  
She explains, “I met the many immigrants in 
my class, I talk to everybody, understand them. 
I saw the loneliness in their faces and their life.” 
After the class ended, Shikha kept coming back 
to The ILC to volunteer, first with students in 
the Citizenship Class, then assisting with the 
Family Literacy program. She even serves as a 
substitute teacher on occasion.

Shikha is also inspired by her father. Shikha 
says she learned to value compassion and hard 
work from watching her father who was always 
working for the family and their community. 
Likewise, she volunteers with MATV, the arts 
community and other local organizations in 
addition to The ILC. Even though she cannot 
get paid work, she continues to learn and 
improve her skills. For example, she became 
certified to work in daycare. If  her visa situation 
changes, she’ll be able to put her childcare 
experience to good use. There’s no sign of  
changes any time soon, but she is not deterred. 
Shikha says, “If  you want to do something 
nobody can stop you. Show your talent.”

The ILC students benefit from one woman’s desire
to make a difference.

Volunteer Shikha Vyas received a certificate of appreciation from 
The ILC Founder and CEO Diane Portnoy.

For the eighth year in a row, we will gather to honor the 
tremendous contributions of  immigrant entrepreneurs 
across the commonwealth. From this year on, the Benefit is 
dedicated to Barry M. Portnoy. A consummate entrepreneur, 
Barry was the founder of  The RMR Group and a founding 
board member of  The Immigrant Learning Center. Not only 
did he help to make these awards possible, his unwavering 
belief  in immigrants and the transformational impact of  
entrepreneurship are part of  his enduring legacy.

Join us on October 29 at the Royal Sonesta Boston for an 
elegant reception, dinner and awards ceremony.

Barry M. Portnoy Immigrant Entrepreneur Awards Benefit
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Make your gift go further on Giving (a Voice) Tuesday. 
An anonymous donor will match your contribution 
dollar for dollar. Contributions from new donors will be 
matched two to one, so this is a great time to share your 
enthusiasm for The ILC with your friends. Created as a 

response to commercialization and consumerism in the 
post-Thanksgiving season, GivingTuesday is a global day 
of  giving celebrated in 90 countries. Be on the lookout 
for our posts on Twitter and Facebook, and go to  
www.ilctr.org/givingtuesday to make your donation. 

Double your impact!

a Voice

December 3, 2019

When you support The Immigrant Learning Center, 
you’re not just helping people in Malden, or even 
Massachusetts. You are touching lives nationwide. The 
ILC Public Education Institute gives immigrants a voice 
by informing Americans about the economic and social 
contributions of  immigrants. The ILC reaches people no 
matter where they are through our webinars and online 
workshop. On May 8, 2019, 280 people from 43 states 
participated in an ILC webinar called Beyond Partisan: 
Bridging Divides Across the Immigration Debate about 
the messages, values and issues that resonate across 
party lines when building support for immigrants and 
refugees. One of  those people was Joanna Onorato, 
outreach coordinator for the Moab Valley Multicultural 
Center in Moab, Utah. The webinar caught her attention 
because it resonated with their mission to build bridges 
across language and culture through family support, 
community collaboration and education.  

We wouldn’t have thought to target our message 
to Moab, Utah, but Joanna explained that Maob’s 
economy is highly dependent on tourism, and the jobs 
in hospitality have attracted immigrants resulting in a 
diverse population for a small, rural town. She said, 
“Wherever you are, there’s going to be a difference 
of  opinion. Learning how to have a non-political 
dialogue with everyone and anyone is important for 
an organization like ours trying to serve the entire 
community.” She found the tools and perspectives 

offered in the webinar so valuable that she and her 
director wanted to offer it to the staff  for professional 
development. Since they are a community organization, 
they went one step further and planned a public, brown 
bag presentation of  “Bridging Divides” at the local 
library for August 21. Fortunately, The ILC Public 
Education Institute’s webinars are available on-demand 
on our website, and we offer handouts and a whole 
library of  online resources for anyone who’s interested. 
To see some of  these materials for yourself, go to  
www.ilctr.org/promoting-immigrants/ilc-workshops.

The Immigrant Learning Center goes to Utah without leaving Malden.

Joanna Onorato, Moab Valley Multicultural Center, turned The ILC’s 
Beyond Partisan: Bridging Divides Across the Immigration Debate 
webinar into a brown bag presentation in Moab, Utah.
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The Immigrant Learning Center is a not-for-profit corporation supported by tax-deductible charitable contributions and, in part, by funding from          
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education; Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc., the Massachusetts Executive Offices of Elder 
Affairs and the Federal Administration on Aging; and the cities of Malden and Medford, Massachusetts.

It is with our deepest thanks that we recognize the following community groups, corporations, foundations and individuals that made financial 
and in-kind contributions to The ILC during Fiscal Year 2019 (July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019).

Thank You Donors

Donations made in honor or in memory
Honor - h      Memoriam - m

Robert Adelson - William Cohen (m), Harry Adelson (m)
Richard Belofsky - Mary Beth Giffune (h)
Luis Bigda - Mark Correia (h)
Annette Biscari Tsuji - Mark Correia (h)
Nicole Brilliant - Jason Silverman (h)
Charlene Callahan - Marlies Zammuto (m), Mark Correia (h)
Sally Cavanaugh - Jack, Joe, Bea (m),  Terry Dempsey (m)
Marnie Cobbs and Dennis Sullivan - Barry Portnoy (m)
Jodi and Daniel Cooper - Jason Silverman (h)
Mark Correia - Barry Portnoy (m)
Patricia and Robert Correia - Mark Correia (h)
Denilee Dedek - Mark Correia (h)
Patricia DiFranco - Barry Portnoy (m)
Susan Dosick - Bob Reney (m)
Judy Eskin - Harold Eskin (m)
Jeffrey Feingold - Diane Portnoy (h), Sandra Bornstein (h)
The Garden Book Group - Kitty Donahue and Kathy Curley (m)
Wendy and David Giunta - Philip George Giunta (h)
Phebe and Louis Goodman - Marie Cohen (m)
Susan and Michael Haley - Barry Portnoy (m)
Daniel Harpin - Henry Katz (h)
Jan Higgins - Barry Portnoy (m)

James G. Martin Memorial Trust - Kathy Smith (h)
Hope Joslyn	- Barry Portnoy (m)
Esther Karinge - Kathy Smith (h)
Susan Kiewra - Betsey Cogswell (h)
Timothy King - Jason Silverman (h)
Kevin Koehler - Corey Gilmore and Stephanie Xiu (h)
Mary Louise Larkin - Barry Portnoy (m)
Gertrude Laspina - Louise Murphy (h) and Margo Hunter (h)
Senator Jason Lewis - MA State Senate (h)
Mary McKeever - Corey Gilmore and Stephanie Xiu (h)
Karen and Louis Monti - Lucy Santoro (m)
New England Patriots Foundation - Diane Stern (h)
Meghan and Owen Nichols - Barry Portnoy (m)
Bill Noble - Mark Correia (h)
Robin Norman - Lacasse Gold Family (h), 
	 Brad and Rosie Norman (h)
Mary Norton and Nancy Melanson - George F. Norton (m)
James Pasquariello - Saritin Rizzuto (h)
Yadira Patkin - Jason Silverman (h)
Rita and Micheal Pelosi - Andrea Pelosi (h)
Richard Persche - Charlene Callahan (h)

Diane Portnoy - Marilyn Bailey (m), Myron Cohen (m),

	 Norma Haynes (m)

Norma Portnoy - Myron Cohen (m), Norma Haynes (m),

	 Barry Portnoy (m), Kathy Smith (h)

Shelley Redstone - Simon Bornstein (h)

Charles Rogers - Mark Correia (h)

Jean and Jonathan Sandler - Jason Silverman (h)

Janice and Jeffrey Santos - Mark Correia (h)

David Senatillaka - Sandra and Ananda Senatillaka (m)

Joanne Seymour and Brian Ruh - Joan Broude

	 and Leah Gandman (m)

Sonia and Jason Silverman - Kathy Smith (h)

Janet and Peter Stankiewicz - Mark Correia (h)

Diane Stern and Neil Ungerleider - Kathy Smith (h)

Roger Wagner - Mark Correia (h)

Norma and Robert Wassall - Norma Portnoy (h)

Diana Weaving - Marie-Lea Barle (m)

Jan Wilcek - Diane Portnoy (h)

Beth S. Witte - Barry Portnoy (m)

Rachael and Steve Zubricki, III - Barry Portnoy (m)

Margarita Zunita - Mark Correia (h)

Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Alnylam Pharmaceuticals
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anchor Capital Advisors LLC
Anti-Defamation League New England
Bank of America Matching Gift
Bayside Resort
BB&T Capital Markets
Francis and Prudence Beidler Foundation
BJ’s Wholesale
Boston Bruins
Boston Harbor Distillery
Boston Red Sox
Business Copy Associates, Inc.
CA Technologies, Inc.
CarGurus, Inc.
Christmas Tree Shops
Citigroup Global Markets
Citizens Bank
City of Lawrence
City of Malden
City of Medford
CityGolf Boston
Corepower Yoga
Cradle to Career Initiative
Craft Brewers Guild
Cypress Capital Management, LLC
Dover Rug & Home
Dunkin Donuts, Main Street, Malden, MA
East Coast Divers
Eastdil Secured LLC/Wells Fargo Securities
Eldredge & Lumpkin Insurance Agency

Ernst & Young
Essex River Cruises
F1 Boston/Karting America LLC
Five Star Plating LLC
Flat Top Johnny’s
Friends of Millis Public Library, Inc.
Perry and Madeline Garver
	 Family Foundation
George Mason University
The Golf Club of Cape Cod
Google Matching Gifts
Goulston & Storrs
Greater Boston Stage Company
Helen’s Cooking School
Hundley Family Foundation
Huntington Theater
The Institute of Contemporary Art
JMP Securities
James G. Martin Memorial Trust
Janney Montgomery Scott
Sally and James Kaloyanides
	 Family Foundation
Kappy’s Fine Wine and Spirits
The Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, Inc.
Lowe’s Saugus, MA
M & M Liquors
Macy’s
Mahoney’s Garden Center
Marriott International
Massachusetts Department of Elementary 	
	 and Secondary Education
Massachusetts Port Authority

Merrill Corporation
Method Sports & Fitness
Metro Credit Union
Military Friends Foundation
Millis Public Library
Morgan Stanley
Mystic Valley Elder Services, Inc.
Mystic View Design, Inc.
New American Horizons Foundation
New England Aquarium
New England Coffee
New England Patriots Foundation
North Shore Music Theater
Nuance Communications, Inc.
Paint Bar Newton
Pamplemousse
PAREXEL International LLC
The Philanthropic Initiative
Pine Brook Country Club Pro Shop
Pinot’s Palette
Pisa Pizza
The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
RBC Capital Markets
Regions Bank
The RMR Group
Rodman, Rodman & Sandman PC
Ropes & Gray LLP
Royal Sonesta Boston
RSM Boston Foundation
RSM US LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

SpeakEasy Stage Company
Stanhope Garage, Inc.
Starbucks
Stevens and Ciccone Associates, P.C.
Stifel
Streetwear, Inc.
Su Changs Restaurant
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Swan Boats of Boston
T’ahpas 259
Target, Everett, MA
Target, Medford, MA
Target, Revere, MA
Target, Saugus, MA
Toppan Merrill 
Total Wine & More
Tracy Interiors
Trinity Parish
TSNE Mission Works
UBS Investment Bank
US Bank
US Trust Private Wealth Management
Von Rickenbach Family Foundation
The Walmart Foundation
W.B. Mason
Wegmans, Medford, MA
Wellesley Toyota
Westport Vineyard and Winery
Willis Towers Watson
Windward Grille
Wings Neck Lighthouse
Yawkey Foundation

Community, Corporations and Foundations
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The ILC students who are primary caregivers, 
parents and grandparents, face a tough decision 
in the summer. Many of  them have no childcare 
options once their children’s school lets out 
for the summer, and they must put their own 
education on hold to care for the kids at home. 
This summer, The ILC’s Family Literacy 
Coordinator, Trish Micheli, created weekly 
opportunities for them to work on literacy-
related projects while they escape the heat with 
their children at The Immigrant Learning Center. 
On August 1, Malden Mayor Gary Christenson 
read a book to the children about recycling. He 
began by saying that when he was young, his 
mother told him the most important thing a 
child can do to be successful in life is read. With 
your support, we intend to set up these children 
and their parents for reading success. 

Kathleen Klose has been teaching 
English at The Immigrant Learning 
Center since 1998. In June, her many 
contributions, including being the driving 
force behind the Literacy Program, 
the Theater Class, and now designing 
two levels of  Citizenship Classes, 
was honored by the Massachusetts 
Coalition for Adult Education with their 
Outstanding Educator Award.

Literacy for the whole family

The ILC Teachers recognized for 
contributions to adult education.

Special thanks to Mystic View Design for its assistance in the design, layout and production of this Impact Update.

Malden Mayor Gary Christenson shares the importance of reading and recycling 
with The ILC students and their children.

Happy belated birthday to our 
supporters who asked for donations 
to The ILC instead of  presents. 

Happy Birthday!

Mark Correia

Stacey Gilchrist

Jennifer Burke Grehan

Jason Silverman

The ILC’s Advising Coordinator,  
Robbin Kotajarvi, joined an advisory 
panel for SABES, the Massachusetts 
adult education professional development 
system, in September 2018. This honor 
is a reflection of  Robbin’s deep expertise 
and allowed her to help shape the future 
of  professional development for  
adult educators.
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Stephen Adams
Donna Adams-Chrysogiannis
Robert Adelson
Jennifer A’Hearn
Laura Alberino
Jeanne Alceus
Betty Allard
Penelope and Victor Allen-Baltera
Ghalia Alkhoraki
Linda Altvater
Julia Amaya
James Anello
Valentina Apanassenko
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Kristina Baer
Victor Baltera
Jenny Barron
Peter Baumgartner
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Amanda Blakeley
Nicole Blowe
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Karen P. Cangiano
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Brandon Cervini
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Laura and Chris Choma
Marsha Christensen
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Marnie Cobbs and Dennis Sullivan
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Nora Cohen
Beth and Adam Conway
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Erfeng Gao
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David Gordon
Ann and Martin Gordon
Karol McAndrew Grato
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Gail Guittarr
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Courtney Harvey
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Frank Hertz
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John Hodge
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Sally and Jim Kaloyanides
Elissa and Henry Katz
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Patricia Kervick
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Lynne Kinder
Kathleen Klose
Jennifer Knight
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Robbin Kotajarvi
Ann and Ted Kurland
Sergiy Kurylo
Zhong Re Lao and Feng Ai Lao
Ellen and Vern Larkin
Jane and Jim Lavender

Marie Leetch
Aron Lechtig
Di	Lennon
Shari and Michael Linskey
Peggy LoConte
Lisa Louden
Peggy and Dr. Charles Louden
Joan Lovely
Rose Luongo
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Christine Madore
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Lisa Mukhtar
Stella and Charles Nahatis
Mary Beth Nally
Cathy Nandhavan
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Rebecca Taplin
Thomas Taplin
Susan Taricani
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Niranjan Thiruvur
Jennifer Thompson
Rose and George Thompson
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Mae Upperman
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Jeffrey Verly
Christina Villafranca
Dr. Amnon Wachman
Anne and Neil Walsh
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Diana Weaving
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Carol and James White
Susan Wilcox
Beverly Williams
Cho Win and
	 Dr. Andrew Perechocky
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Dong Mei Yu
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Happy Birthday!

Mark Correia

Stacey Gilchrist

Jennifer Burke Grehan

Jason Silverman


