


migration is literally the story of 
who we are and how we got 
here.  









Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the 
English, become a Colony of Aliens, who 
will shortly be so numerous as to 
Germanize us instead of our Anglifying 
them, and will never adopt our Language 
or Customs, any more than they can 
acquire our Complexion.

-Benjamin Franklin, 1755
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Instead of remaining a citizen of China, I willingly became an Ox.

I intended to come to America to earn a living.

The Western-style buildings are so lofty, but I have not the luck to live in them.

How was anyone to know that my dwelling place would be a prison?
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Expressions of hostility toward racial groups or immigrants are heard across a wide swath of American public schools.More than 8 in 10 principals report that their students have made derogatory remarks about other racial or ethnic groups.More than 6 in 10 principals say their students have made derogatory remarks about immigrants.The most commonly reported instances of racial hostility echo President Trump’s “build the wall” rhetoric on immigration.��Eighty-nine percent of principals report that incivility and contentiousness in the broader political environment have considerably affected their school community.Eighty-three percent of schools see these tensions intensified and accelerated by the flow of untrustworthy or disputed information and the increasing use of social media that are fueling and furthering division among students and between schools and communities.Sixty-eight percent of the principals surveyed say federal immigration enforcement policies and the political rhetoric around the issue have negatively impacted students and their families.  



• Expressions of hostility toward racial groups or immigrants are heard across a wide swath of 
American public schools.

• More than 8 in 10 principals report that their students have made derogatory remarks about other 
racial or ethnic groups.

• More than 6 in 10 principals say their students have made derogatory remarks about immigrants.

• The most commonly reported instances of racial hostility echo President Trump’s “build the wall” 
rhetoric on immigration.

• Eighty-nine percent of principals report that incivility and contentiousness in the broader political 
environment have considerably affected their school community.

• Eighty-three percent of schools see these tensions intensified and accelerated by the flow of 
untrustworthy or disputed information and the increasing use of social media that are fueling and 
furthering division among students and between schools and communities.

• Sixty-eight percent of the principals surveyed say federal immigration enforcement policies and the 
political rhetoric around the issue have negatively impacted students and their families.
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ro



What are the conditions that promote integration 
and a sense of shared belonging?



Worthy Editor,

I am sure that the problem I’m writing about affects many Jewish homes. It deals with immigrant parents and 
their American born children.

My parents, who have been readers of your paper for years, came from Europe. They have been here in this 
country over thirty years and were married twenty-eight years ago. They have five sons, and I am one of them. 
The oldest of us is twenty-seven and the youngest twenty-one.

We are all making a decent living. One of us works for the State Department. A second is a manager in a large 
store, two are in business, and the youngest is studying law. Our parents do not need our help because my 
father has a good job.

We, the five brothers, always speak English to each other. Our parents know English too, but they speak only 
Yiddish,  not just among themselves but to us too, and even to our American friends who come to visit us. We 
beg them not to speak  Yiddish in the presence of our friends since they can speak  English, but they don’t 
want to. It’s a sort of stubbornness on their part, and a great deal of quarreling goes on between our parents 
and ourselves because of it.



Their answer is: “Children, we ask you not to try to teach us how to talk to people.  We  are older  than you.”

Imagine, even when we go with our father to buy something in a store on Fifth Avenue, New York, he insists on 
speaking Yiddish. We are not ashamed of our parents,  God forbid, but they ought to know where it’s proper and 
where it’s  not.  If they talk Yiddish among themselves at home, or to us, it’s bad enough, but among strangers and 
Christians? Is that nice? It looks as if they’re doing it to spite us. Petty spats grow out of it.  They want to keep only 
to their old ways and don’t want to take up our new ways.

We beg you, friend, Editor, to express your opinion on this question, and if possible send us your answer in English 
because we can’t  read Yiddish.

Accept our thanks  for  your  answer, which we expect soon,

I and the four brothers.

Bintel Brief, 1933







Three Biases of I’m/migration 
Education

• Newcomer bias
• Current Events Bias
• Special Projects
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Migration becomes reduced to migrants. Migrants become reduced to their fluency in a new language. While the particular attention is important…



Stories that make us human. 
Understanding migration. 

From stories, to understanding, to action.
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What is my story of 
migration and what is yours?





Where do we humans come 
from? And, how do we know it?





Why do people leave their homes?







Where do borders come from?
How do they impact people’s 
lives?



Borders, Walls, and Documents





Who is responsible for the in-
betweens?



How do the conditions in the new 
land shape the experience of 
migration?









Assimilation, Acculturation, 
and Integration 



What are the public stories of 
migration and how do they influence 
people’s perspectives and behaviors? 
how do they influence people’s 
behaviors?





Anti-Immigrant Politics & Media
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“Asylum, you know I look at some of these asylum people, 
they’re gang members. They’re not afraid of anything... 
and they say ‘I fear for my life,’ they’re the ones causing 
fear for life. It’s a scam, it’s a hoax,” 

“The system is full. We can’t take you anymore. Whether 
it’s asylum. Whether it’s anything you want. It’s illegal 
immigration…Can’t take you anymore. Can’t take you. Our 
country is full… Can’t take you anymore, I’m sorry. So turn 
around. That’s the way it is.”

President Trump, April 5, 2019



How do local narratives of migration 
relate to global patterns?





How can we take action toward 
more inclusive and sustainable 
societies?



https://reimaginingmigration.org/explore-the-re-imagining-migration-learning-arc/
https://reimaginingmigration.org/explore-the-re-imagining-migration-learning-arc/

	Slide Number 1
	migration is literally the story of who we are and how we got here.  
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	What is my story of migration and what is yours?
	Slide Number 21
	Where do we humans come from? And, how do we know it?
	Slide Number 23
	Why do people leave their homes?
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Where do borders come from?�How do they impact people’s lives? 
	Borders, Walls, and Documents
	Slide Number 29
	Who is responsible for the in-betweens?
	How do the conditions in the new land shape the experience of migration? 
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Assimilation, Acculturation, �and Integration 
	What are the public stories of migration and how do they influence people’s perspectives and behaviors? how do they influence people’s behaviors?
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	How do local narratives of migration relate to global patterns?
	Slide Number 41
	How can we take action toward more inclusive and sustainable societies?
	Slide Number 43

