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Source: Pew Research Center, ñA Divided 

and Pessimistic Electorate,ò 2016 

Views on Immigration 



Source: Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration 
Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving Population 

Growth and Change Through 2065, 2015 

Views on Immigration 





Questions 



The Immigrant Learning Center 

Å1992: The ILC is started  
to provide free English  
classes for foreign-born 
adults ς 9,000 to date. 

Å25 years old! 

 

 

Å2003: The ILC Public Education Institute  
is established to counter anti-immigrant sentiments.  



The ILC Public Education Institute 

ÅStarted in 2003 to tell the other side of the story 

ÅCommissioned research to develop credible, 
alternative narrative 

Å13 studies to document economic and social 
contributions 

ÅInform policy, media, public, field 

ÅInstitute for Immigration Research at George Mason 
University 



Share of Population 

Not the highest 
immigrant share 
of population in 
U.S. history.  
 

It peaked at 
14.7% in 1910 
then dropped to 
4.7% in 1970. 

 

13.3%, 42.4m 
total (2014) 

Source: Migration Policy Institute Data Hub 



Number of Refugees 

Source: Phillip Connor, ĔFewer refugees arrive in U.S., with 
declines in 46 states,ĕ Pew Research Center, 2017 



Religious Composition of Immigrants 

Source: Pew Research Center, The Religious Affiliation  
of U.S. Immigrants, 2013 



Immigrants Less Likely to be Criminal 

Source: American Immigration 

Council, The Criminalization of 

Immigration in the United 

States, 2015 



Place of Nativity 

Source: Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 

Million to U.S., Driving Population Growth and Change through 2065, 2015 



Mexican departures 
have exceeded 
arrivals 

 

More states seeing 
drops in 
unauthorized 
workers (see map) 

 

Two-thirds are 
long-term residents  
(10 years+) 

Source: Pew Research Center, ñSize of U.S. Unauthorized 

Immigrant Workforce Stable After the Great Recession,ò 2016 

Number of Undocumented 



Immigrants  
make up 16.7%  
of the labor force, 
more than share 
of population 
(2015). 

 

More than 70% of 
immigrants are 
between  
25 and 54 
compared to 50% 
of natives. 

Sources: Migration Policy Institute, Age-Sex Pyramids of U.S. Immigrant and Native-Born Populations, 1970-Present, 

2015; Americaôs Advantage: A Handbook on Immigration and Economic Growth, 2015; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

ñLabor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Summary,ò 2016. 

 

Immigrants Are of Working Age 



Immigrants are 
driving overall 
workforce growth in 
the U.S. 
 
Without immigrants, 
there would be 18 
million fewer 
working-age adults 
in 2035 because of 
the dearth of U.S.-
born children with 
U.S.-born parents. 

Sources: Migration Policy Institute, Age-Sex Pyramids of U.S. Immigrant and Native-Born Populations, 1970-Present, 

2015; Americaôs Advantage: A Handbook on Immigration and Economic Growth, 2015; Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

ñLabor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Summary,ò 2016. 

 

Immigrants Are of Working Age 



Source: The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. and the Institute for Immigration Research at George Mason University, 

Immigrants in Health Care: Keeping Americans Healthy Through Care and Innovation, 2016; Renew Our Economy: 

Americaôs Aging Crisis: How Immigration Reform Can Strengthen the U.S. Health Care System, 2015 

Immigrants Work 

Immigrants are 13% of the U.S. population but: 

28% 
physicians/surgeons 

22% 
nursing, psychiatric 

and home health aides 

15% 
nurses 

40% 
medical scientists in  
manufacturing R&D 

50+% 
biotechnology  

workers 



Å Immigrants pay up to $140 billion annually in 
federal, state, local taxes 

ÅUndocumented immigrants use ITINs to pay an 
estimated $11.6 billion per year (2015) 

ÅEffective rate of 8%, more than some other taxed 
groups 

Immigrants Pay Taxes 

Massachusetts: $201m Texas: $1.54b 

California: $3.17b New York: $1.1b 

Kentucky: $37.4m Washington, DC: $27.1m 

Pennsylvania: $139m Maryland: $308m 

Sources: Smith and Edmonston, 1997; Institute for Taxation and Economic Policy, 

Undocumented Immigrantsô State and Local Tax Contributions, 2016 



ÅNumber of seniors will double by 2050 

ÅRatio of seniors to workers will soar by <70% by 2040 

ÅLƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛȊƛƴƎ aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŦǳƴŘ 

ÅMore workers needed, especially in healthcare 
Sources: New American Economy, ñStaying Covered: How Immigrants Have Prolonged the Solvency of One of Medicareôs Key Trust Funds and Subsidized 

Care for U.S. Seniors,ò 2014; New American Economy, ñAmericaôs Aging Crisis: How Immigration Reform can Strengthen the U.S. Workforce,ò 2015 

Immigrants Support Social Systems 



Source: The Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. Public Education Institute, 2016 

Immigrants Create Jobs 


