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Given the importance of free 

speech, 

Given the risk of violence, 40% in 

Favor 

85% in 

Favor 

Sniderman & Theriault, 2004 









Immigration 
What’s in the swamp of... 

Pragmatism 

“Us” 

Punitive 
Zero Sum 

“Them” 

Black Box Fatalism 





Correcting their “mistakes” doesn’t work 



Avoid the Broken Immigration System 



What is this 

about? 

What can we do 

about it? 

 

Why does this 

matter? 

How, exactly, would 

immigration reform 

enhance our 

prosperity?  

FACTS 



* 
* 
* 



“We need to treat everyone with 

the compassion they deserve as human 

beings. No matter where we were born, we 

are all people and are all entitled to the 

same basic respect.” 

“Our country 

should not keep family members apart or 

deny people basic assistance.”

“Treating 

all people with compassion should be the 

goal of immigration reform.”



Pragmatism

Pragmatism

Moral 

Argument
Pragmatism 

Moira, what do you think about 

something like this to explain the 

research behind the Pragmatism 

recommendation? If you think it 

works, I can ask Segun to design it 

for better style.  



“We need a common-sense, practical approach. 

Solutions should come from carefully considering 

all possible ideas, and then moving forward with 

the ones that have the best chance of improving 

our country.” 

“It wouldn’t make sense to send all the people 

that are in the country without documentation 

back to their country of origin — this is 

impractical, and wouldn’t help the situation.” 

“We need to focus on 

taking reasonable steps toward solutions, rather 

than adopting impractical measures that don’t 

have the potential to work.”



system 
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