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Geographic distribution 1880

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 1900

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 1920

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 1970

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 1980

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 1990

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



Geographic distribution 2000

Source: Matthew Bloch and Robert Gebeloff/The New York Times



13.1% of total population

This is not the 
highest immigrant 
share of population 
in U.S. history. 

It peaked at 
14.7% in 1910 
then dropped to 
4.7% in 1970.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2011, American Community Survey 2011



Source: Jie Zong and Jeanne Batalova, Refugees and Asylees in 
the United States, Migration Policy Institute, 2015

Annual refugee admission ceilings



Place of nativity
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Unauthorized immigration

Immigrant 
population 
increased 
by 30% 
since 2000; 
unauthorized 
immigration 
has slowed, 
declined and 
bottomed out:

• From a peak of 12.2m (2007) to 11.3m (2014).

Estimates of U.S. Unauthorized Immigrant Population, 1990-2014
(in millions)

Source: Pew Research Center, 
“Unauthorized Immigrant Totals Rise in 7 States, Fall in 14”, 2014 

“Unauthorized Immigrant Population Stable for Half A Decade”, 2015



Source: Jie Zong and Jeanne Batalova, Refugees and Asylees in 
the United States, Migration Policy Institute, 2015

Refugee arrivals by 
region of nationality



Source: Jie Zong and Jeanne Batalova, Refugees and Asylees in 
the United States, Migration Policy Institute, 2015

Refugee arrivals by 
country of nationality



Source: Jie Zong and Jeanne Batalova, Refugees and Asylees in 
the United States, Migration Policy Institute, 2015

Refugee arrivals by state



Top 5 states for immigrants

60% of U.S. immigrants live in just five states: 
• CA has 25% of all immigrants (10.2m) 

followed by NY, TX, FL and NJ.
Source: Pew Hispanic Trend Project, U.S. Immigrant Population Trends, 2013



Fastest-growing states for immigrants

TN, SC, KY, AL and MS have seen the 
fastest growth in immigrant population.

Source: Pew Hispanic Trend Project, Statistical Portrait of the 
Foreign-Born Population in the United States, 2011



• Immigrants 
make up 16.5% 
of the labor force, 
more than their 
share of 
population.

• More than 70% 
of immigrants 
are between 
25 and 64 
compared to 
50% of natives.

Percentage of the Population in Each Age Distribution, 2010, 
Foreign-Born and Native-Born

Sources: America’s Advantage: A Handbook on Immigration and Economic Growth, 2015; Pew Research 
Center, "Statistical Portrait of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States, 2010.” Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, “Labor Force Characteristics of Foreign-born Workers Summary,” 2015.

Outsized role in labor force



• STEM: An additional 262 jobs for the native-
born are created for every 100 foreign-born 
STEM workers with advanced degrees from U.
S. colleges. 

• Texas: new H-1B visas will translate into 80,500 
new jobs for U.S.-born workers in the state by 
2020

• California: new H-1B visas will translate into 
117,209 new jobs for U.S.-born workers in the 
state by 2020

Outsized role in labor force

Source: American Enterprise Institute and the Partnership For A New 
American Economy, Immigration and American Jobs, 2011



Source: Pew Research Center, The Next America, 2014

Workers and Social Security



• Between $90 and $140 billion a year in federal, 
state and local taxes
• Taxes paid on income, property, sales, and taxes at the 

federal and state level

• Taxes from undocumented immigrants estimated 
at $11.6 billion (2015)
• California: $3.1 billion

• Texas: $1.6 billion

• Florida: $806 million

• Illinois: $743 million

• Washington: $292 million
Sources: Smith and Edmonston, 1997; Institute for Taxation and Economic 
Policy, Undocumented Immigrants’ State and Local Tax Contributions, 2016

Immigrant tax contributions



Immigrants as Assets



Immigrants 
more likely than native-
born to be self-
employed. In 2010, 
immigrants owned 
18% of all small 
businesses.

• Share of pop.: 
13.1%

• Share of labor force: 
15.9%

Foreign-Born Percentage Share of Small-Business Owners 
Compared to Their Share of the U.S. Population, 2010

Source: David Dyssegaard Kallick, Immigrant Small Business 
Owners: A Significant and Growing Part of the Economy, 2012

Immigrant entrepreneurship 



Immigrant entrepreneurship



Source: Public Religion Research Institute, 2015 American Values Atlas

Views on immigrants by religion



Source: Public Religion Research Institute, 2015 American Values Atlas

Views on immigrants by age



Source: Public Religion Research Institute, 2015 American Values Atlas

Views on immigrants by state



Source: Public Religion Research Institute, 2015 American Values Atlas

Views on immigrants by party



Source: Public Religion 
Research Institute, 2015 

American Values Atlas

Views on immigration reform 
by religion



Source: Public Religion Research Institute, 2015 American Values Atlas

Views on immigration reform by party



Source: Pew Research Center, The Religious Affiliation 
of U.S. Immigrants, 2013

Religious composition of immigrants



Source: Pew Research Center, The Religious Affiliation 
of U.S. Immigrants, 2013

Religious composition of undocumented



Source: Pew Research Center, The Religious Affiliation 
of U.S. Immigrants, 2013

Religious composition of immigrants



Source: Pew Research Center, The Religious Affiliation 
of U.S. Immigrants, 2013

Trends among foreign-born Hispanics



Source: Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion and Public Life, The 
Future of the Global Muslim Population, 2011

Trends among foreign-born Muslims



Immigration Data on Demand

Institute for Immigration Research at GMU: 
www.iir.gmu.edu 

http://www.iir.gmu.edu/
http://www.iir.gmu.edu/
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Thank you

Download free ILC Public Education Institute reports 
at www.ilctr.org/promoting-immigrants 

For all your immigration research and data, 
go to www.immigrationresearch-info.org 

Visit the Institute for Immigration Research at GMU: 
www.iir.gmu.edu 

http://www.ilctr.org/promoting-immigrants
http://www.immigrationresearch-info.org/
http://www.iir.gmu.edu/
http://www.iir.gmu.edu/

